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Cunningham is Accredited by: 
•	 Council on Accreditation of Services for Family and Children, Inc. (COA)
•	 United Methodist Association EAGLE Commission
•	 North Central Association Commission on Schools

Approved by:
•	 Illinois State Board of Education

Licensed by:
•	 Illinois Department of Children and Family Services

A member of:
•	 United Methodist Association of Health and Welfare Ministries
•	 Child Care Association of Illinois
•	 Illinois Association of Private Special Education Centers

The Promise
That our home shall forever be kept as a Children’s Home, hoping and praying 
that it shall in some degree turn attention to the pressing demands in our midst, 
for the care and nurture of our own.

Warranty deed of Judge Joseph and Mary Cunningham, creating Cunningham 
Children’s Home on Thanksgiving Day 1894.

Our Mission
The mission of Cunningham Children’s Home is to offer emotional, social, 
educational and spiritual support to children, youth and families by providing 
a safe, nurturing, therapeutic environment in which individuals may experience 
personal growth and healing.

Our Ministry
Cunningham Children’s Home is a mission and ministry of the United 
Methodist Women of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference in partnership with 
the General Board of Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church.

Our Philosophy
Kids’ Needs First

Cunningham Children’s Home
1301 North Cunningham Avenue

Urbana, IL 61802

P.O. Box 878
Urbana, IL 61803-0878

Tel: (217) 367-3728
Fax: (217) 367-2896

Email: cch@cunninghamhome.org

www.cunninghamhome.org

Joseph and Mary Cunningham

2008 Board of
Directors



 
We are blessed by the commitment of United Methodist 
Women who have been stewards of our home since 1895. 
We’re blessed by our faith connection and the presence of a 
dedicated United Methodist chaplain and US-2 Missionary. 
We’re also blessed by an incredible staff who work tirelessly 
on behalf of Cunningham kids.

In uncertain financial times, Cunningham is blessed to remain 
financially sound.  Strong governance and fiscal responsibility 
combined with the generosity of our donors has helped our 
agency to survive to maintain our strength during this tough 
economy. We especially count among our blessings the steadfast 
support of the members of our Guardian Parent Giving Program.

Cunningham has also been blessed by a tradition of stability. In 
the past half-century, Cunningham has been directed by just four 
directors or CEOs. Thanks to the hard work of our Board and 
senior management team, transitioning to a new President and 
CEO for the agency has gone smoothly, and that is a great blessing.

With so many blessings, we also know that much is required 
in our work with kids. This past year the agency completed the 
peer review process through the Council on Accreditation and 
United Methodist EAGLE Association. Pursuing accreditation 
means that we are not content to do simply what’s required. At 
Cunningham, we want to do what’s best for the young people 
in our care. 

This means treating our clients the way we’d want our own 
children to be treated. When we say Kids’ Needs First, we 
aren’t just repeating words—we’re expressing our core 
commitment and the daily priority for all that we do.

Because the truth is, we are blessed by the kids themselves. 
These very special children and adolescents face many 
challenges in their young lives, and our lives are enriched 
by the privilege of knowing them.  

Despite the challenges we face in these troubled economic 
times, this is a time of promise and opportunity at Cunningham. 
As we begin this new year with new leaders at our agency, 
in our United Methodist Conference, and in our country, we 
are reminded of the fresh promise and hope each child’s life 
contains. 

While our agency remains strong, the foundation of our 
strength lies with individuals like you. You are a special part 
of our mission and ministry as we begin this next chapter in 
our agency’s history. 

Thank you for the part you play in offering a brighter future 
to our youth. 
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Message from 
Board President Casey Andrew and 
President/CEO Marlin Livingston  

To those to whom much has been given, 
much is required. Luke 12:48

Cunningham Children’s Home is a  
special place—a blessed place. 

A Special Time,  
   A Special Place
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Fiscal Year 2008 Service Statistics
Total Un-Duplicated Clients Served: 267

Program Name                                 	 Clients Served           Days of Care/Attendance Days

CIRCLE Academy	 93 	 11,133

Winfred Gerber School	 68	 9,500

Residential Treatment Main Campus	 59	 14,268

Residential Treatment Group Home	 25	 5,061

Independent Living (Including Pregnant	 31	 6,356
and Parenting Teens)	

Transitional Living	 15	 2,146
	
Specialized Foster Care	 22	 5,925

Life Skills Classes for 	 21	 n/a 
DCFS Wards

Extended Family Support Program	 30	 n/a

Note: There is overlap between programs. 100% of Gerber School students are also Residential Treatment Program clients. In addition, 20 clients received services in 
two or more programs (i.e. moving from a group home into foster care or attending Life Skills classes while a client in the Independent Living Program.)

39%  Female

Who Are Our Clients?

61%  Male

52%  Caucasian

35%  African -
American

4%  Bi-racial
2%  Hispanic

7%  Other/
Not Tracked

36%   
15-17 years old

30%  
11-14 years old

23%   
18-21 years old7%  

Adults 
(extended family 
support

4%  
4-10 years old

Gender

race

age

where are they from?

82%   
Central Illinois

7%   
Chicago/Cook County

6%   
Southern Illinois

1%   
Out of State

4%   
Northern Illinois
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Residential Treatment:
•	 Main Campus programs provide around-the-clock 

therapeutic intervention and support to up to 40 youth 
ages 10 to 16 at Goodman Cottage and the Residential 
Treatment Center.

•	 The Girls Group Home and Kendall Gill Boys Group 
Home provide around-the-clock therapeutic intervention 
and support to sixteen youth ages 15 to 18.

Transitional & Independent Living 
•	 Young people ages 17 to 21 including pregnant and 

parenting teens, learn to live on their own with therapeutic 
support from nurses, counselors, and vocational counselors. 

•	 The Transitional Living House provides a more structured 
and supervised setting for six young men ages 17 to 21.

Foster Care 
•	 Young people with serious emotional and behavioral 

problems who are ready for foster care are provided with 
specially-trained foster parents and continuing therapeutic 
support for their foster homes.

The Winfred Gerber School 
•	 Provides special education services for eligible main campus, 

group home, and transitional living program residents.  

CIRCLE Academy Day Treatment School
•	 Provides special education and day treatment to youth 

who live at home and have been referred by their home 
school district. 

Special Therapies
•	 Provides therapeutic recreation, music, and art 

programming for residential programs.

Health Services
•	 Registered Nurses work with staff and families to ensure 

that the medical needs of young people in Residential 
Treatment, Foster Care, Independent Living and CIRCLE 
Academy are met.

Vocational Services and Continuing Education 
•	 Gerber School and CIRCLE Academy students receive 

vocational planning, education, job coaching and hands-
on experiences in job sites throughout the community, 
matched to their interests and abilities.

•	 Independent and Transitional Living clients receive 
vocational counseling and support from a vocational 
specialist, and may be placed in vocational training.

•	 William Myers Education Fund scholarships are available 
to current and former residents pursuing higher education  
or vocational training programs.

Spiritual Services
•	 Provides opportunities for spiritual exploration through 

worship, group discussions, music, prayer, praise dance or 
other creative expressions.

Programs & Services

My First Day at Work
By Nina,* vocational education student

My first day at work was at the cafeteria. 
My staff showed me what to do. They 
showed me where to put the dirty dishes. 
I took the cart full of dirty dishes and put 
them in the sink, and had to make sure 
the garbage didn’t overflow. So,  when it  
was half full, I emptied it.
 

When kids made the tables messy, I had 
to clean it up and make sure that all the dishes that were in a 
stack and were piled up neatly. I had to wear a hairnet and a 
apron and wash my hands really good. 

I felt really happy at my first day at work because it gave me 
a break from school, and it gave me a chance to meet a lot of 
new people like the cafeteria ladies. They were really nice to me. 

I think a job is good to do at school because when you leave 
you have the experience to do a real job. I think that work is 
one of the best parts of going to Gerber School because 
I get paid and I’m learning about things that I need for the 
real world. 

I’m going to prove to everyone that I will be the best that I can 
possibly be. 

*client names have been changed
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Outcomes

clients able to step down
One commonly recognized measure of client outcomes is 
whether a client can move from a more restrictive and 
supervised setting to a less restrictive setting—for example, 
moving from residential treatment to foster care. The 
following graph illustrates the rate of clients able to “step 
down” to a less restrictive setting.

circle academy outcomes
Students are referred to CIRCLE Academy by their home school 
district. CIRCLE provides a higher level of supervision, smaller 
class sizes, and more intensive therapeutic support to students  
than can be provided in a public school setting.

Many students are referred to CIRCLE when they are in a period 
of intense crisis. The nation-wide drop-out rate for students 
with severe emotional and behavioral disabilities is 56%. 
Within this context, CIRCLE’s success with youth can be 
measured by the number of students completing each school 
year, graduating, or returning to public school.

foster parent Satisfaction 
In Fiscal Year 2008, Cunningham’s Specialized Foster Care 
Program was recognized by the Illinois Department of 
Children and Family Services for exemplary work with our 
foster parents in the areas of dignity and respect. Cunningham 
views foster parents as a member of our team—and provides 
our foster families with extensive training and support. 

A recent satisfaction survey showed that our foster parents 
value their experience with Cunningham. On a scale of 1-5, 
here’s how our foster parents rated the following statements. 

Program staff have been polite and respectful during 
interactions with my family. 

			   4.56 

When I’ve needed help in working with my foster child(ren), 
program staff have provided suggestions that are both helpful 
and practical.	

			   4.33

The associate director of foster care {Robin Mathis} has been 
available to answer my questions throughout my involvement  
in the foster care program.	

			   4.78

Program staff have worked with me as an important partner  
in providing services to my foster child(ren).	

			   4.50

My foster child has made progress during his/her placement  
in my home.	  

			   4.50

Overall, I have been satisfied with the treatment foster care 
program at Cunningham.   

			   4.44

foster care stability
Last year of our 22 foster kids, 18 (82%) were able to successfully 
maintain themselves in foster care. One foster youth sought 
emancipation and three were referred for residential treatment. 
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74.1%

68% Completed 
the school year

4% Graduated

5% Returned to 
public school

15% Neutral Outcome 
(moved out of area, program  
change, dropped by district.)

3% Placed in 
residential program

4% Incarcerated
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Fiscal Year 2008 
Financial Summary

33%: IL Department 
of Children and Family 
Services

total Income: $15,415,878

9%: IL Department of 
Human Services

22%: Education 
Agencies

4%: Other 
Program
Reimbursements

32%: Charitable Support

total expense: $15,415,878

70%: Programs

17.5%: Buildings and 
Reserves10%: Administrative  

and Non-Program

2.5%: PR and
Fundraising

Fiscal Year 2008 covers July 1, 2007-June 30, 2008. Administrative and non-program expenses include accounting, human 
resources, staff training, computer technology, phone service, professional accreditation and memberships, clerical support and 
other costs associated with efficiently supporting agency programs and services.

A wonderful way to create a living tribute to your life’s 
work is through a bequest to the Cunningham Children’s 
Home Foundation. Remembering Cunningham in your will 
is a way to continue serving the ministry you support today, 
while making a lasting contribution that will ensure many 
children will benefit from your gift.

A bequest to Cunningham Children’s Home may be 
included in the body of your will or in addition to it (a 
codicil). As you consider creating a legacy gift, remember 
that generosity is measured by what you give, not by what 
you have. A bequest doesn’t have to be large to be generous. 
Every gift, regardless of size is important to the lives of 
children at Cunningham.

If you have already made a decision to include a bequest 
to Cunningham Children’s Home Foundation in your will, 
thank you for keeping the Cunningham ministry in your 
heart and for your living tribute to the children we serve. 

We ask that you please use the following statement to 
designate your gift to Cunningham Children’s Home 
Foundation:

“I give, devise and bequeath to the Cunningham Children’s 
Home Foundation of Urbana, Illinois a charitable non-profit 
organization, the sum of _________________________
dollars ($_________ ) or _________________________ 
percent ( _______%) of my estate to be used to carry out 
the mission of Cunningham’s Children’s Home to care for 
children and youth in need.”

Touch the Future by Making a Bequest
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Art and enrichment programs at Cunningham Children’s Home 
are an important part of helping kids heal and discover their 
own unique potential. 

These beautiful paintings are called Mandalas, which means, 
“circles.” Students at Gerber School recently created Mandalas, 
Celtic Spirals and Celtic Knots as part of a special project. 
The students then reflected on the meaning of these ancient 
symbols and how they reflect their own lives and experiences. 

Randy,* an 11-year-old boy, described their meaning. He said, 
“The knots represent love, passion, loyalty and tender care.”  

His 14-year-old friend Gabe said, “Think about it – the 
knotted dragons represent the two sides of each of us. We may 
be tangled up in knots and ugly on the outside, but beautiful 
on the inside. And every body has a heart.” 

Torrie, a fifteen year-old girl suggested, “We may have things 
that hold us back, but we are still beautiful.”

One student said that mandalas are like the Circle of Courage, 
the therapeutic model used agency-wide at Cunningham. 
This model was articulated by Brendtro, Brokenleg and Van 
Bockern in Reclaiming Youth At Risk: Our Hope For The 
Future. It emerges from Native American cultures where the 
central purpose of life was the education and empowerment  
of children.

The Circle guides children’s development through experiences 
of belonging, mastery, independence and generosity. The 
student explained that the mandalas represent:

	 Belonging because we worked on them together.

	 Mastery because we finished all of them.

	 Independence because we came up with our  
	 own ideas.

	 Generosity because we are giving them to put 	
	 up on campus so everyone can see them.

The mandalas are currently on display inside our United 
Methodist Women’s Chapel of Hope. 

*client names have been changed

Circles of Courage



11

Cunningham Children’s Home benefits from the generosity 
and commitment of 491 Guardian Parents. Together, these 
committed friends contributed $122,925 during calendar 
year 2008 through pledges of monthly, quarterly, or annual 
financial support.

The Guardian Parent Giving Program allows Cunningham 
to go above and beyond for our kids. Guardian Parents help 
us provide special “extras” like swimming lessons, birthday 
parties, or the chance to play on a sports team. Most of our 
kids would never have the chance to know these simple childhood 
pleasures without the support of their Guardian Parents. 

During these uncertain financial times, the needs of our 
young people haven’t changed, but many traditional sources 
of financial support have begun to show the strain of wider 
economic influences. Now more than ever, the commitment 
of our Guardian Parents provides a critical source of financial 
stability to our programs. 

If you would like to take the next step in supporting Cunningham 
kids, please consider joining the Guardian Parent Giving Program. 
You may sign up using the envelope included with this 

newsletter and begin receiving special quarterly newsletters 
full of stories from our kids. More information will be sent to 
you in a welcome packet, including how you can donate by 
check, automatic funds transfer from your bank, or via credit card. 

We offer heartfelt thanks to the Guardian Parents listed on these 
pages. Our young people may not see all of the angels in their 
lives, but they feel your presence and your love.

Make a Difference Through the 
Guardian Parent Giving Program

Individuals

A
Paula Abdullah
Carol Acord
Thomas and Kara Ade 
Mary Ann Alexander
Barb and Rick Alsup
Carlyn and Phillip Anders
Jan and Ansel Anderson
Casey Andrew
Mary Annin
Anita and Don Ashcroft
Larry Ashley

B
Jan Baker
Sam and Maureen Banks
Virginia and Glenn Barker
Jean Barnes
Mary Barrett
Veda Barrett
Beth Bartholomew
Jane Bauer

Edith and Paul Beach
Virginia and Lawrence Becker
Virginia Bedford
Clifton and Laura Bergeron
Lillian Bertram
Tracy Bishop
Goldie Bjurstrom
Peggy and Ronald Black
Mary R. Blythe
Nonie and George Bolinger
Carol Bond
Krista and Tim Borbely
Kenneth and Nancy Bounds
Helen Bowles
Shirley Bowman
Rita M. Bowsher
Janet Boyer
Barbara and Richard Brake
Brittany Broadwater
Nancy Burnett
Jack and Marilyn Burns
Nadine and William Burnside
Roger and Sara Burrus
Debra Busey and Jim Busey

Sandra K. Bushue
Keith Butler
Julia Butler

C
Sonna Cain
Janet E. Cain
Judith Lynn Campbell
Bill and Peggy Campo
Chris Carr
Donna L. Cecil
Richard and Anna Marie Chrisman
Peggy Christensen
Gertrude Clapper
Barbara and Delbert Clark
Gail Coffman
Tina M. Cole
Ruth Conn
Viola Cook
Marthel Cooley
Janet L. Corsaro
Ruth L. Cortright
Judy Covey
Maxine Crawford

Gay and Dan King Crede
Arlene Crichton
Joseph and Kim Crump
Adam and Jessica Culp
Candy Culp
Carol and Bill Cupples

D
Michael and Linda Danz
Mary and Paul Darnell
Naomi R. Davidson
Loia Davis
Harry and Barbara Deffley
Fran and Ben Dillard
Paloma and Harlan Dillon
Arlone Doan
Helen DuFour
Ray and Sally Duncan
Donna and Doug Duzan
Patricia and William Dyer

Thank You Guardian Parents!
The lives of Cunningham kids were blessed by the caring support of the following 491 members 

of the Guardian Parent Giving Program. Some Guardian Parents have chosen to give anonymously.



E
Pat Ege
Marjorie and Jim Eisenbarth
Carol Ellegood
Theresa and John Elliott
Dorothy Emory

F
Genevieve and Curtis Fairless
Randall and Judy Farris
George and Mary Ellen Femmer
Andi Fish
Gloria Foley
Cara Follis
Gladys M. Foote
Catherine and John Frothingham

G
Grace Gargano
Ruth Giese
Ilona Gillan
Jeff and Julia Gladu
Mildred Groskreutz
Billie Gulledge
Ruth S. Guynn
Linda Gyuran

H
Phyllis and Ralph Haas
Billy and Elouise Hahs
Paulette Hale
LaShunda Hambrick
Linda and Nick Hamm
Lyren Haney
Dee Hanner
Alan and Judy Harnack
Joanne Hartenbower
Mary Ann and Steve Harvey
Susan and Ned Hawbecker
Gretchen Hawf
Elmer Hawkins
Don and Norma Haworth
Alice Heaton
Patsy and Larry Hebron
Leslie Henry
Cathy Henschen
Dee Hermanson
Dot Heuman
Michelle Higginbotham
Duane and Barb Hill
Mildred Himmel

Leon M. Hinton
Bud and Deb Hobbs
Paul and Abby Hobbs
Mary F. Hodson
Shelly Hoffman
Rich and Linda Hollenberg
Dan and Pam Holmer
Winifred Horney
Jerry and Mary Howard
Janette and Don Howell
Teedra Hudson
Geoffrey and Judith Hughes
Calvin Hunter
Freida and Floyd Hyde

I
Phillip and Judy Icenogle

J
Deborah Jadhav
Helen and Jerry Jahn
Bobby Jasper
Mary and Russ Jeckel
Jane and Jim Jenkins
Alda M. John
Annie Johnson
Carolyn Johnston
James and Gloria Jones
Darlene and Don Jones
Sandy Jones
Bob and Bev Jones
Ben and Georgeann Jones
Mike and Cindy Jones
Shirley Judy

K
Jim and Anne Kearns
Grace Keepper
Sam and Helen Kershaw
Marian Kettelkamp
Murl and Rhonda Kimmel
Deborah and Bill Klein
Betty and Edward Kmoch
Carrie Kmoch and Tom Grady
Ida Mae Kotter

L
Cloydia and Rick Larimore
Larry and Ardis Larvick
Sharon Lashbrook
Joan and John Lawrence
Carolyn and George Leach
Diane and Joseph Lecher
Shirley M. Leckrone
Dorothy L. Lee
Elayne and Gary Lenhart
Lisa A. Levitt
Betty Lewis
Janet and William Lewis
Kelly Lindley
Roberta B. Lindstrand
David and Cindy Line
Janet and Richard Lippold
Marlin and Denise Livingston
Johnnie M. Locker
Jim and Marilyn Logan
Mary Ann Long
Stephanie B. Lynge

M
Joan Mankin
Tom and Deborah Maranville
Marilyn and Steve Markus
Patti and John Martin
Denise and Kim Martin
Mae C. Mascher
Pam Mathews
Gladys Mawson
Dick and Janis Maxwell
Lola and Paul Mayes
Katharine McClane
Thelma McCulley
Nancy McDonald
Marcia McQuality
Mildred Medlin
Marilyn Mendenhall
Jane Miller
Jan Miller
Angie Miller
Joan and Virgil Miller
Dwight and Alice Miller
David and Meredith Mills
Jerry and Nancy Mooday
Aileen and William Moore
Martha and Marvin Morgan
Suzanne Morr
Nancy and Steve Moser
Evelyn Murray
Robert Mussey

N
Marilyn and Glenn Napier
Bonnie Neff
Carol Lee and Allen Newlin
Joan and Jack Newsome
June Nicholson
Dottie Nickell
Jim and Sharon Niksch
Charles and Darlene Nordstrom
Nancy Nussear

O
Katy Olson
Mary Ellen Owens
Kathryn and Bruce Oye

P
Myron and Marion Panozzo
Barbara and Danny Parker
JoAnn Parsons
Norma Patterson

Alan and Barb Patton
Mildred and Philip Pemberton
Roscoe and Ann Pershing
Todd and Carolyn Petersen
Dale Petre
Jan and John Phipps
Betty Jean Piper
Don and Norma Pittman

R
Michael and Carolyn Ragsdale
Sandy Ratliff
Rosella and William Ray
Bruce and Liz Reid
Mary Renfro
Fern Rice
Edith and James Richards
Janice and Dale Ridgway
Yvonne and Duane Rieder
Jeanette Riggs 
Phyllis Farley Rippey
Rosalie Rippey and Kevin Fanning
Gretchen Robbins
Phyllis and Kyle Robeson
Mary and Paul Rogers
Kathleen Ruch
John and Andrea Ruedi
David and Becky Ryherd

S
Gale Salzman
Jo and Michael Sanders
Shirley and Steve Schaefer
Linda Schneider
Robin and John Scott
Lois and Ben Setzer
Kathryn Seybert and Michael   		
   Andrechak
Barbara and Wayne Shanafelt
Michael Shannon
Don and Jan Sheesley
Richard and Joyce Shellabarger
Mary and Donald Sherman
Carole D. Shirely
Grace Shook
Helen and Harold Simpkins
Sharon and John Sims
Steve, Susie, and Michael Skiles
Amy Skillings
Sally and Clifford Smith
Cheryl and Delmar Smith
Marilyn and Don Smith
Donna Snider
Beverly and John Spets
Kyle and Alice Spitzer
Jolece and Irvin Sprout
Kathleen Staker
Dick and Lucy Stark
Peggy Stelte
Roberta Sterrenberg
E. Lucille Stevenson
Pauline C. Stoltz
Betty R. Stoltz
Marge and Jerry Stout
Lois Strayer
Teresa Sturm
Phyllis Summers
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T
John and Terry Thies
Elizabeth Thomas
Lois and Edward Thomas
Crystal Thompson
Mary Thompson
Suzanne Thompson
Debbie Tiger
Vernice Tingley
Patrick and Julie Tomlinson
Chet and Lynn Travis
Jeff and Judy Troxell
Suzanne and Jack Troxell
Brenda L Tucker
Bettie Tucker

V
Linda Vanasdale
Ronald and Jeanne Vance
Tina and Craig VanDeveer
Nancy C. Vial
Joan Volkmann and John Jones
Billie Vuylsteke

W
Bobby and Charles Walker
Jeanne and Thomas Ward
James Watkins
John and Kelly Wegerzyn
Bea and Jim Wehrly
Terry and Bill Werner
Rhonda and James Whitaker
Ron and Melinda Wilcox
Patti Williams
Judith Williams
Don and Jan Wills
Al and Linda Wilson
Virginia and Rick Wilson
Richard and Patricia Wilson
Margaret Wilt
Mariam Winans
Linda Jo Winans
Joan and Michael Wingo
Bunny Wolfe
Judy and Jack Wyatt
Robert and Bonita Wyatt

Y
Jon and Lori Yelenick
Carolyn L Yockey
Olga Young

Z
Janet Zeise
Don and Martha Zimmerman
Sara Zimmerman Jerome

Groups

A
Albion First UMW
Alexander Memorial, Juanita
Arenzville UMW

B
Belleville Union UMW
Bethalto UMW
Bethany Women’s Mission   		
   Fellowship
The Blessing Circle
Bonfield Evangelical UMW
Bradford Boyd’s Grove UMW
Bradley Wesley UMW
Broadlands UMW

C
Cahokia Park Children’s Ministry
Camp Point UMW
Casey UMW
Caseyville UMW  Laurel Circle
Catlin UMW
Cedar Grove UMW
Centralia Demaree UMW
Champaign Faith Discovery 
Fellowship Sunday School Class
Champaign Faith UMW  
   Kathryn Wood Circle
Clinton UMW
Crossroads UMW

D
Decatur First UMW
DuQuoin First UMW
Dwight UMW Glow Circle

E
East Moline Glory Circle
Edwardsville St. John’s UMW
Effingham Centenary UMC  
   Seekers Class
Effingham Centenary UMW  
   Esther Circle
Ellsworth UMW
Elwin UMW
Eureka UMW

F
Fairview Heights Christ UMW
Farina UMW
Farmer City UMW
Farmington UMW
Flanagan UMW
Flora First Odessa Murray Circle
Flora First UMW
Fountain of Life UMC Small Group

G
Geneseo First UMW
Geneseo Grace UMW
Gilman UMC Faith Link Class
Gilman UMW

Glen Carbon New Bethel UMW
Grand Prairie Martha Circle
Granite City Nameoki UMW

H
Hennepin UMW
Henry UMW
Heyworth UMW
Homer UMC Kum Joy Nus
Hull UMW

I
Illiopolis UMW

J
Johnston City UMW

K
Karnak UMW
Kathryn McCumber Bible  
   Study Group
Kempton UMW

L
Lakewood UMC
LaPlace UMW
Lawrenceville Billett UMW
Lawrenceville Zion UMW
Lebanon First UMW
Lexington First UMW
Long Point UMW
Lostant UMW Evening Circle

M
Mahomet UMW
Marissa First UMW
Marshall First Susannah  
   Wesley Circle
Mattoon First UMW
Moline Bethel Wesley  UMW 
Rebekah Circle
Moline Bethel Wesley UMW
Momence UMW
Morton UMW
Moweaqua UMW
Mt. Auburn UMW
Mt. Carmel Asbury Chapel UMW
Mt. Erie Enterprise West UMW
Mt. Sterling UMW
 
N
Neoga Grace UMW
Newton Grace UMW
Normal First UMC  
   Yokefellows Class

O
O’Fallon First UMC Fellowship  	
   Sunday School Class

P
Paxton First UMC Youth  
   Fellowship
Pekin First UMW
Pekin Grace UMW
Peoria Northwest United Methodist   	
   Sunday School
Pinkstaff UMW
Piper City UMW

Pontiac First UMW

Q
Quincy Grace UMW

R
Roberts-Thawville UMW
Robinson Ruth Lind Circle
Roseville UMW Mary Circle

S
S’More Bible Study Group of   	   	
   Champaign Faith UMC
Savoy UMC
Savoy UMC Friendship Circle
Savoy UMW
Sparta First UMC Crusaders Class
Springfield Laurel UMW
Springfield Wesley Faith Circle
Stewardson UMW
Stronghurst UMW
Sugar Creek UMW
Sullivan UMW

T
Taylorville First UMC employees
Tremont UM Men

V
Vandalia First UMW
Villa Grove UMW

W
Walnut Grove UM Evening Stars
Washington Evangelical UMC
Weedman UMC
Wenona St. John’s UMW
Willing Workers Circle of  
   Dwight UMC
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I recently met a man whose son attends 
our therapeutic day school, CIRCLE 
Academy. His local public school 
district had determined that they could 
not meet his son’s needs and since that 
time, life has been incredibly difficult. 

With few options, he and his wife 
were considering sending their son to 
residential care. They rode a bus out 

to a program in another county, only to be told the program 
would not be a good match for their son.

Then someone recommended CIRCLE Academy. Desperate, 
the father drove to our campus to meet with Linda Fox, the 
Principal. Busy as she was that day, she made time to sit 
down with him during her lunch hour. That day, their son was 
accepted into our program.
 
A few months later, the dad and his wife traveled to Cunningham 
for a conference with teachers and staff. In the car they were 
“getting ready”—getting ready to be told Cunningham could 
not work with their son. As they drove, they felt like they were 
preparing for war. They were sure this meeting would be like 
all the rest.

Instead, the Dad told me the meeting began by staff talking 
about all of their son’s strengths.  It caught him and his 
wife completely off-guard—and they sat through the whole 
meeting speechless. They could not believe the progress their 
son was making at our school—even earning an A in PE after 
always failing PE in the past. 

The dad finished by asking me to thank all the staff at CIRCLE 
Academy for what they do, and for allowing his son to be able 
to continue to live at home.
 

By odd coincidence, my very next day at work, I met his son.  
I had signed up weeks before to help serve breakfast in the 
very classroom his son was in—completing a Circle of sorts. 
He’s a great kid and I’m proud he’s found a school where he 
can belong.

Completing the Circle
By Marlin Livingston, President/CEO

About Education Programs
At Cunningham

Increasingly, public school districts are turning to agencies 
like Cunningham Children’s Home to meet the educational 
needs of their students.

CIRCLE Academy was created in 1998 to meet the needs 
of seriously emotionally and behaviorally disabled 
students from our local area. Transportation and tuition 
are provided by their home school district, and students 
receive counseling and therapeutic special education 
services while continuing to live at home with their 
family or foster family.

Founded in 1982, The Winfred Gerber School provides 
special education services to children who live at 
Cunningham and are unable to attend Urbana Middle 
School or Urbana High School full-time.

As the need for special education services has grown, 
our two schools have outgrown their original buildings. 
The next phase of growth and change for our agency 
will be the creation of new school buildings on our main 
campus.
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“Once you get involved, you just can’t give it up,” says Marge 
Stout, describing her long-term commitment to children and 
youth at Cunningham. A talented pianist who has played 
and taught for over 53 years, Marge has become a musical 
ambassador for Cunningham’s mission and ministry.

For the past five years, Marge has performed piano concerts 
featuring uplifting songs and stories about Cunningham, 
collecting a free-will offering to support our capital campaign. 

During my concerts, “I share stories about the kids and how 
important the new buildings have been. I explain why we need 
to do this, and that the needs of kids at Cunningham are just 
mind-boggling.”

Marge’s concerts have raised over $6,000 for our Capital 
Campaign. “This is my way to raise more money for the 
building projects than I could pledge myself,” she explains.

Her involvement over the years has taken many forms, 
including being a Guardian Parent and serving as a past 
President of our Board of Directors. 

“I’m always happy to talk about Cunningham and tell people 
what a good place it is,” Marge shares. “The staff is so caring, 
and they work so hard at helping kids have a productive future 
that wouldn’t be possible without their time at Cunningham.”

If you would like to invite Marge to perform for your church 
or group, you may contact her directly at (217) 486-6031. 
If you’d like to talk about other creative ways to support 
Cunningham kids, call Cloydia Hill Larimore at (217) 367-3728.

Music 
in 

Mission

Don’t Miss the 
Festival of Quilts

April 3-4, 2009 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Cunningham Children’s Home Spiritual Life Center

This quilt and more will be on sale and on display at the Festival of Quilts. Celebrate the tradition 
of quilting for Cunningham kids! Entry forms, ticket information and more can be  

found online at www.cunninghamhome.org/quilts or call (217) 367-3728.


