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hope begins here.
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In the pages ahead, you’ll read about the wonderful progress 
that our kids are making. You’ll meet several youth including 
Miles, a student at our new school in Vermilion County, who 
is making great strides in the classroom. His advances are 
providing hope to him and his family. I believe these stories will 
encourage you as they do us.

The successes enclosed in this Annual Report are only possible 
because of donors, friends, and others like you who understand 
the importance of the work that we do and support it with your 
time, resources, and prayers. Many of you serve on our Board 
or committees, provide sustaining gifts as a Guardian Parent, 
give of your time as a volunteer, offer in-kind items for our 
kids, support our efforts to build the Education and Recreation 
Center, and so much more. Each contribution makes a 
difference in the life of a child.

Please join me on Sunday, July 26, 2015 as we celebrate our 
120th anniversary at Homecoming 2015. You will see firsthand 
the great work that’s being done at Cunningham.

With gratitude,

Marlin Livingston, LCSW 
President /CEO 
Cunningham Children‘s Home

Dear Friends:

Hope begins here. But, what is hope?

Hope lives in the words written in Jeremiah Chapter 29 verse 11. 
When the Lord says, “These are my plans for you – plans to give 
you hope and a future.” Hope is the promise of better things to 
come.

For 120 years now, the legacy of Judge Joseph and Mary 
Cunningham has been to plant seeds of hope in the hearts of 
hurting children. Under the faithful stewardship of the United 
Methodist Women, Cunningham continues to honor its heritage 
while evolving to meet the needs of children, youth, and families 
in the twenty-first century.

As we celebrate the past, we also look toward our future. 
Cunningham has revitalized our strategic plan to guide our 
efforts for the next three years. The work that’s ahead of us is 
exciting. Through new treatment approaches, a broader array of 
services, and greater commitment to finding families for our kids, 
we believe we can accomplish our refreshed mission – to nourish 
hope through effective solutions so children thrive and families 
flourish. Yes, we have put new words to the foundation of the 
work we’ve done at Cunningham for decades. The plan offers 
a direction that galvanizes our efforts, to make sure every child 
recognizes their own potential.

      Cunningham has 
revitalized our strategic 
plan…The work that’s 
ahead of us is exciting.

“
”



hope begins here. 

Marc has goals – get accepted to a university in Florida, earn a 
degree in video game design, then move to California for a job. 
For this 20 year old, anything is possible. Persistence is a quality 
that runs deep. Marc came to Cunningham for behavioral issues 
that stemmed from years of abuse. At Cunningham, with help 
from staff, he worked hard to develop coping skills, work through 
issues, and accomplish new goals. Marc’s taking steps toward 
his degree by bussing tables or welcoming guests at a local 
restaurant. Before long, he could be in the sunshine state…he’s 
certainly there in his state of mind. In spite of his beginnings, he 
keeps looking forward.

*All stories are real, however names are changed and photos selected to protect  
the privacy of our youth.

cunninghamhome.org

Young adults in 
Transitional and 
Independent Living 
programs receive:

•  an opportunity to learn 
to live on their own in a 
structured setting with 
support from caring staff 
including therapists, 
counselors, nurses, and 
vocational teachers.

 

Hope begins with a plan.

a safe community…

More than 30 youth in 
our Foster Care program 
receive:

• a loving home that offers 
safety and support 
during a stressful time in 
their lives.

• foster families supported 
by therapists, case 
workers, and staff who 
offer counseling and 
other services to help 
youth thrive.

Our Community Services program includes Transitional 
and Independent Living youth between 17 and 21 years 
old, and Foster Care families including both specialized 
and traditional care.



Miles is talking in class…and our teachers are encouraging it! 
Miles, a 3rd grader with autism, did not speak when he entered 
CIRCLE Academy-Vermilion last semester. Now, he’s using 5-10 
word sentences. His mother cried tears of joy when talking to his 
teacher at a recent parent-teacher conference. Miles is thriving 
because the staff at CIRCLE have learned to anticipate his needs, 
evaluate his current abilities, and challenge him to grow. Our hope 
is that one day he’ll get the class award for being a chatterbox.

hope begins here. cunninghamhome.org

Hope begins with a single sentence.

•  CIRCLE Academy 
Therapeutic Day 
Schools in Urbana 
and Vermilion County 
provide special 
education and day 
treatment to students 
who are referred 
by their local school 
districts.

 

a good education...
Cunningham serves 179 students in three schools 
utilizing customized special education curriculum.

•  Winfred Gerber School 
provides therapeutic 
special education to  
K-12 youth in our 
Residential Treatment 
program. 



hope begins here. 

Henry was a dedicated helper during swim meets, but 
resisted taking his deep water test. He’d say, “I’m too tired,”  
“I can’t,” “My muscles are too sore,” which kept him from 
competing. Special Therapy staff encouraged Henry to 
try. They helped him reframe the test and understand that 
any attempt, no matter how it ended, would be a success. 
Eventually, Henry took the test, and not only passed but 
finished the season as a member of the four person relay 
team that won first place in the Illinois Inter-Agency Athletic 
Association’s (IIAA) state competition! 

cunninghamhome.org

a place to call home...

Hope begins with “I can.” 

Approximately 60 youth in our 
Residential Treatment program 
benefit from:
•  support, healing, and growth 

through Special Therapies, 
Health Services, and Spiritual 
Life programming.

•  a treatment team that 
includes professional staff, 
counselors, therapist, and 
case managers who work with 
them 24/7.

•  a trauma-informed approach 
to treatment that recognizes 
how our youths’ brains have 
been affected by trauma and 
uses tools and techniques to 
provide healing.



hope begins here. 

Isaac has nightmares. He has for a long time.   

Earlier this year Isaac made a commitment to read his Bible 
every night and ask God to take away the bad dreams.

Isaac asked Chaplain Melvin for soothing music to listen to 
as he fell asleep. One night when Isaac was feeling especially 
discouraged, Chaplains Gay and Melvin met with him before 
bedtime. He broke down and cried over all the losses in his life: 
the feeling of being alone and unwanted. He was tired of being 
afraid of the nightmares. 

Gay and Melvin reminded Isaac that God was helping him 
develop qualities that would ready him for the future. He was 
reminded of the positive changes evident in his daily behaviors 
and the spiritual strength he was gaining from daily prayer and 
reading the Bible. Together the three prayed for God’s peace.

Later that night, Isaac dreamed that God gave him courage, 
wisdom, and power. He went to his Bible, turned to the 
concordance and began to look up scripture references related 
to these words in order to better understand God’s message to 
him.

With guidance from our Chaplains, Isaac’s fears and nightmares 
are turning to dreams of hope.

a spiritual journey...

cunninghamhome.org

Hope begins with a dream.

Isaac sings in the Chapel Choir and wrote this song.

God’s Great Things For our Future     
lyrics by Isaac

We will survive because of God’s love for us.
We will survive because God has great things in store for us.
We will survive because we worship God for all eternity.
We will survive because his love is everlasting.

God gave this world to you and me,
So let’s cherish this moment forever.
God gave love for eternity,
So let’s choose to love him forever.



hope begins here. 

Celebration of Hope Hope begins  
with a belly rub.

cunninghamhome.org

Russell, Sydney, and Morgan, are often the center of attention 
when they’re on Cunningham’s campus. The four-legged friends 
of Harriett Weatherford and Tom Schaefges wag their tails with 
affection for all of our kids.  

In pet therapy, the Therapeutic Team is made up of the child, the 
dog, a Cunningham Special Therapist, and the dog’s owner. During 
their visits, Harriett, Tom, and their dogs provide the opportunity 
for Cunningham’s counselors to discuss in a non-threatening 
environment topics such as: boundaries, healthy relationships, 
active listening, team work, staying in control, and barriers. The 
dogs provide their own brand of therapy just by being themselves, 
giving our kids a sense of belonging with each wag of their tail or 
sloppy lick of the hand. Due to past trauma many of our kids need 
the comforting contact they can safely have with an animal. 

Tom and Harriett have generously shared their canine companions  
with our kids for more than a decade. Three dogs currently visit 
Cunningham, but 8 of their beloved pets have regularly contributed  
to the healing of our kids throughout the years.

When you speak to Tom and Harriett you understand immediately 
that they aren’t just advocating for a program but for every child 
who has gained self acceptance because of the unconditional love 
of a dog.

For all of these reasons, the Cunningham Children’s Home Board of 
Directors awarded Tom, Harriett, and their canine companions the 
Friend of Children Award this year.

“May God’s blessings go with 
this gift and may it be the 
means of doing much good.” 
120 years ago, with this simple 
prayer from Judge Joseph  
and Mary Cunningham, 
hope began at Cunningham 
Deaconess and Children’s 
Home.

Over the decades the name 
and the needs of the children 
we serve have changed, 
yet the hope that begins at 
Cunningham remains the same.

Cunningham has remained a 
safe place where children and 
youth heal, learn, and grow.

Former Cunningham residents 
frequently share their stories of 
how hope began here: 

Judy Greenier (1974) wrote in a 
letter: “I know that if I had not 
gone to Cunningham, that my 
life would of went all wrong.  I 
could finally see a future and 
stop looking back at all the 
bad.  Everyone at Cunningham, 
the cook, teachers, counselors, 
church ladies, house parents, 
everyone...guided me gently 
to the really good and caring 
person that I am today.”

John M. Britt Jr.  (1991) 
shared on our Facebook: 
“(Cunningham) taught me how 
to be a man, Thank you!”

120 Years of Hope 
Sunday, July 26, 2015

• Alumni Celebration    
   (morning)
  
• Community Open House  
   (afternoon)

All are welcome to join us.   

Find us on Facebook, search 
Cunningham Children’s Home, 
and like us.



hope begins here. 

Cunningham’s schools could be viewed as the Intensive Care 
Unit (I.C.U.) of special education. Cunningham residential and 
day students have a wide range of disabilities – emotional and 
behavioral problems, special education needs, and learning 
challenges. These “invisible disabilities” impact their ability to 
function, learn, and develop healthy relationships. 

Cunningham’s therapeutic education model is designed to 
identify the individual needs and strengths of each student and 
to build on those strengths, both academically and behaviorally. 
The physical environment in which students learn is a crucial 
tool for success. 

An intensive care unit should have state of the art equipment 
and facilities. Unfortunately, our current Urbana campus school 
buildings do not meet this standard. In fact, they fall short in 
many ways:
•	 crowded classrooms and narrow hallways create stress and 

safety issues for youth, teachers, and staff
•	 noise levels distract and hinder a student’s ability to focus 

and learn

•	 “time	out”	space	is	not	always	safe	or	separate	from	
classroom activities

•	 classroom	layouts	make	it	difficult	for	staff	to	be	immediately	
accessible in a crisis

•	 separate	classrooms,	recreation,	and	eating	facilities	require	
transitions across campus which create opportunities for 
youth to run away or engage in unsafe behaviors 

Our students deserve school buildings where they can safely 
and effectively receive the best education and treatment 
available. Improved facilities will increase their chances to 
successfully transition into more traditional special education 
programs, return to their home school, and graduate. For 
this reason, we are continuing to raise money to build a new 
Education and Recreation Center (ERC) on our Urbana campus. 
This building will house our education, recreation, special 
therapies, and vocational programs, as well as our cafeteria.

If you are interested in learning more about the ERC project  
and/or making a financial contribution please contact: 

Cloydia Hill Larimore 
Phone: 217-337-9005 
Email: clarimore@cunninghamhome.org.

Hope begins with your legacy gift.
Please use the following statement in making your bequest: 

I give, devise, and bequeath to Cunningham Children’s Home of  
Urbana, Illinois a charitable non-profit organization, the sum of 
________dollars ($_________), or _______percent (_____%) of my estate 
to be used to carry out the mission of Cunningham Children’s Home.

cunninghamhome.org

Hope begins with the right tools.

Memorial and Honor gifts may be seen at cunninghamhome.org.



Responsible Stewardship 
Provides the Foundation for 
Brighter Futures

It costs approximately $243 for Cunningham to meet the 
needs of each individual client per day, but Cunningham is 
only reimbursed $206 by our referring agencies. The difference 
between our reimbursement rate and the actual cost of care is 
$37 per client, per day. In fiscal year 2014, we provided 61,011 
days of care. Just over $2.3 million in charitable support was 
generated to cover this funding shortfall.

We carefully scrutinize every expense at Cunningham, with 
the question “is this expense necessary to meet the needs of 
our kids?” This prudent approach to our budget is part of a 
longstanding tradition of maintaining the highest standard of 
stewardship and fiscal responsibility.

As the State of Illinois continues to struggle to balance the  
budget, we have braced ourselves to absorb the financial 
instability that has sent shockwaves throughout the human 
service network. Thankfully we continue to enjoy positive 
relationships with our referring agencies, and know we can rely 
on a dedicated group of individual financial supporters. Now 
more than ever, we must rely on your charitable support to meet 
the needs of the young people in our care.

hope begins here. cunninghamhome.org

Children Would Not 
Receive Services 
Without You

1 in 5

20% Charitable Support 

51% IL Department of  
    Children and   
    Family Services 

2% IL Department of  
    Human Services and   
    Juvenile Justice

27% Education Related   
 Programs  

Number of Clients Served by  
Cunningham Children’s Home Fiscal Year 2014

Total Un-Duplicated Clients Served: 276 

Total Income
$15,816,844

Total Expense
$15,816,844

Fiscal Year 2014 Financial Summary 

82%  Programs

13% Administrative and  
    Non-Program 
5% Fundraising and PR 

Fiscal year 2014 covers July 1, 2013 – June 30, 
2014. Administrative and non-program expenses 
include accounting, human resources, staff 
training, computer technology, phone service, 
professional accreditation and memberships, 
clerical support, and other costs associated with 
efficiently supporting agency programs and 
services. 

Note: There is some overlap between programs, for instance when a client moves from the 
residential program into Transitional Living or a foster home, or when a foster child attends 
CIRCLE Academy. 100% of Gerber School students are also Residential Treatment Program 
clients. 24 youth received services in two or more programs.

Program Name Clients Days of Care/
 Served Enrollment Days

CIRCLE Academy Day School 92 12,776

Winfred Gerber Residential School 87 9,471

Residential Treatment-Main Campus 64  14,016 

Residential Treatment-Group Homes 28 5,488 

Independent and Transitional Living 74 13,453 

Specialized and Traditional Foster Care 42    7,456



2015 Board of Directors
Rhonda Whitaker, President 
Tim Mast, Treasurer  
Bianca Green, Secretary
Janet Ruckman, President-Elect
Linda Ayers, Treasurer-Elect

Committee Chairs
Carolyn Yockey, Advancement  
Doug Schroeder, Asset Management  
Linda Ayers, Audit     
Tim Mast, Finance and Human Resources 
Carrie Kmoch, Nominations   
Charles Cowger, Performance Quality  
     Improvement  
Bobby Walker, District Representatives

Illinois Great Rivers Conference
United Methodist Women Officers
Marge Stout, President  
Camille McCaskill, Vice President
Mary Ann Harvey, Treasurer
Jan Corsaro, Secretary 
Teedra Hudson, Education & Interpretation
Naomi Davidson, Social Action

Illinois Great Rivers Conference
Iroquois River District Superintendent
Rev. Dr. Rose Booker-Jones

United Methodist Women  
District Presidents
Janet Kirk, Cache River
Carol Kessler, Embarras River 
Dorothy Wilson, Illinois River 
Becky Fox, Iroquois River

Cunningham Children’s Home
1301 North Cunningham Ave., Urbana, IL 61802

P.O. Box 878, Urbana, IL 61803-0878
T 217.367.3728
F 217.367.2896

Email: cch@cunninghamhome.org

Betty Stoltz, Kaskaskia River
Melba Funk, LaMoine River
Dot Heuman, Mississippi River 
Carol Sims, Sangamon River
Anita Anderson, Spoon River 
Sue Coons, Vermilion River

Members At Large
Barb Dalenberg  
Carl Hudson
Kristen Dean-Grossmann 
Menah Pratt-Clarke

Ex Officio
Bishop Jonathan Keaton, Illinois Great  

Rivers Conference
Marlin Livingston, President/CEO,  

Cunningham Children’s Home
Carol Rankin, Illinois Great Rivers  

Conference Committee on Health 
and Welfare

Sally Smith, Jurisdiction Core Planning 
Team Committee on Nominations

Agency Leadership
Marlin Livingston, President/CEO
Pat Ege, Vice President of Program 

Services
Dan Holmer, Vice President of Finance 

and Operations
Cloydia Hill Larimore, Vice President of 

Philanthropy
Krista Borbely, Director of Human 

Resources
Sharla Jolly, Director of Advancement

Accreditations, Licensure, Approval
AdvancED North Central Association   
   Commission on Schools 
Council on Accreditation of Services for 
   Family and Children, Inc. 
Department of Human Services 
Illinois Department of Children and 
   Family Services
Illinois State Board of Education 
UMA EAGLE Accreditation Project

Memberships and Affiliations
American Association of Children’s   
   Residential Centers 
Champaign County Human Services 

Council 
The Child Care Association of Illinois
Community Behavioral Health 

Association 
Illinois Association of Private Special  

   Education Centers
Illinois Collaboration on Youth
Illinois Great Rivers Alliance
Voices for Illinois Children–Foster Kids 

are Our Kids Campaign
United Methodist Association (UMA)
United Way of Champaign County

Cunningham Children’s Home is a mission and ministry of the United Methodist 
Women of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. As a National Mission Institution, 
Cunningham has a covenant relationship with the United Methodist Women, Inc.

About Our Clients

13

15 
13 

235
Northern IL
Cook County IL
Central IL
Southern IL

66% 34%

2 2 4 2 1 1 2 4 3 7 10 13 11 20 28 34 43 25 28 35 1

Black Hispanic Multi-RacialWhite

Number of Clients by Age

Number of Clients by Race

Number of Clients by Home Region

Percentage of Clients by Gender

98 331423

AGE
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21


