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hope begins here.

Dear Friends,

This is an exciting time for Cunningham 
Children’s Home.  Our incredible staff and 
Board continue to advance our strategic 
plan and position us for the future.  This 
year we opened HopeSprings Counseling 
Services.  For the first time we are offering 
community-based counseling services to 
youth and families throughout Champaign 
County who are experiencing difficult life 
situations.  

To provide the best learning environment for our youth, we 
have moved forward with plans to build an Education and 
Recreation Center on our Urbana campus. Construction is set 
to begin in the summer of 2017 with a move in date of fall 2018. 
We know the impact a good education can have on the future 
of the youth we serve.  We are confident that this investment in 
our school programs will change the trajectory of many lives.   

Reflecting on our past successes and future plans brings me 
to thoughts of you—our donors and friends.  Your faithful 
support in all of our endeavors has empowered us to 
persevere and stay true to our vision to see every child thrive.   
Your prayers give us the courage to stay the course even in the 
ever-changing and unpredictable environment of child welfare.  

I believe that for so many young people and their families
hope really does begin here at Cunningham.  As we work 
together to do God’s work, we will witness the blessings He 
has for each of us, for our staff, and especially for our youth 
and their families.     

Read on to learn more about how hope begins here.

With gratitude,

Marlin Livingston, LCSW
President/CEO, Cunningham Children’s Home
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CORE VALUES 
spirituality
teamwork
integrity
respect

hope begins here.

VISION
to see every child thrive

MISSION
to nourish hope through 

effective solutions so children 
thrive and families flourish

In 2015, Cunningham adopted a 
strategic plan that maps out our 
priorities and strategies for the 
upcoming years.  This plan grew out 
of the underlying vision, mission, 
and core values that have guided 
Cunningham since 1895.

Cunningham brings hope to the 
children and families who need it 
most—those with severe emotional 
and behavioral challenges due to 
trauma. We help our kids find 
effective solutions—learn positive 
behaviors, achieve realistic goals, 
and develop the life skills they 
need in the broader community.

We love to share stories of healing 
and growth.  In the pages of this 
report, you will see how our strategic 
plan is coming to life. Each section 
begins with a strategic goal or core 
value that supports our vision.

Cunningham Children’s Home is a mission and ministry 
of the United Methodist Women of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference. As a National Mission Institution, 

Cunningham has a covenant relationship with the 
United Methodist Women, Inc. National Office.
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Enjoying a day off from public school, Zack convinced his mom, 
Brenda, to take him back to Cunningham’s Residential Treatment 
Center (RTC) for a visit with his former therapist.  As they walked 
down RTC’s hall past the large conference room, Brenda noticed 
a woman and a teenage boy seated at the table for an intake 
interview.

Brenda was transported back to a time nearly three years before 
when she had felt desperate and alone. “I know exactly how 
that mom feels,” she thought to herself. 

In early adolescence, Zack harbored a lot of anger towards one 
of his relatives. His pain erupted into unpredictable fits of rage, 
and he was physically aggressive at home and in school.  Brenda 
couldn’t control Zack and found it hard to keep him from hurting 
himself or others.

develop competencies that engage 
children, youth, and families 

in creating healthy solutions
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“Back then, I didn’t know who my son was,” Brenda confided to 
Barb, Zack’s therapist. “It was almost like he was a monster.”

Brenda had searched everywhere for help, including a residential 
placement out of state, but nothing seemed to keep Zack safe.  
Until she found Cunningham.

Cunningham’s Residential Treatment program is specifically 
designed to meet the challenges of children and youth with 
severe emotional and behavioral disorders associated with 
trauma.  In a caring, structured environment, youth like Zack 
pursue their academic goals while learning to build trusting 
relationships, develop new communication skills, and cope with 
the challenges of a hurtful past. Therapy and parenting support 
are also available to help families set consistent expectations for 
their kids and pave the way for their successful transition back 
home.  

Life looks a lot different for Zack and his mother now.  Both 
continue to use the coping mechanisms they learned at 
Cunningham. Zack is doing well in school and hopes to try 
out for the football team.

Brenda thinks of other families that have a child with extreme, 
disruptive behaviors and says, “I wish I could hold their hands 
and tell them that it does get better with the right help.” 

Trauma-informed care (TIC) is a therapeutic model 
based on the latest research in brain science and 
behavioral health.  TIC requires knowledge and 
understanding of trauma and its far-reaching impact 
on behavior, self-regulation, and emotional health.  
Its goal is to create a safe, nurturing environment 
where kids can build on their strengths, develop new 
skills, and establish healthy relationships.

77 
youth between the ages of 10-19 were served in 
our Residential Treatment Program
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“Our kids are especially vulnerable to being bullied or becoming 
bullies themselves,” Paula, assistant principal at Cunningham’s 
CIRCLE Academy-Vermilion, says. For children with a history of 
abuse, neglect, or other traumatic experiences, school is often a 
place where they feel different or rejected by their peers.  

Paula sees the effects of childhood trauma on her students every 
day--fear, anxiety, distrust, anger, and sadness.  No child can 
learn effectively if he or she feels scared, lonely, picked on, or 
distrustful.  

CIRCLE’s educators knew that they had to address the social-
emotional needs of students if they wanted them to stay on 
task at school. Following Cunningham’s therapeutic model of 
trauma-informed care, they selected a school-wide project 
that would help our kids feel safe, build trust, practice peer 
support and collaboration, and find outlets for self-expression.

CIRCLE’s Wonder project began with everyone in school reading 
the book, Wonder by R. J. Palacio. Wonder follows the story of 
Auggie, a fifth-grader who is teased and shunned by his 
classmates because of his facial deformities. He shows through his 
kindness and empathy that differences among people are to be 
valued and celebrated.

develop advanced 
competencies in the area 

of trauma-informed care
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The book helped create a culture of tolerance at CIRCLE and 
sparked many creative spin-off activities—art projects, storytelling, 
cooperative games, and an anti-bullying video. Jordan*, a child 
who struggled daily with anger and impulse control, especially 
loved the Wonder Wall, a project where students painted positive 
messages and images on a large canvas mural. His teachers were 
thrilled when he felt comfortable enough to write, “Being 
different is what makes me ME.” The mural is proudly displayed
in the school’s hallway and serves as a reminder of respect for 
self and others.   

The Wonder Project is just one example of the many ways a 
school community can be engaged in healing past hurts. 
CIRCLE Academy-Vermilion and Cunningham’s two other 
schools (CIRCLE Academy-Urbana and Gerber, our residential 
school) meet the needs of youth in distress by incorporating a 
wide variety of therapies into the academic curriculum.

* All stories are real, however, names are changed and photos selected to protect   
 the privacy of our youth.

195 

youth between the ages of 7-21 were served 
in our three special education schools: Gerber 
School, CIRCLE-Vermilion, CIRCLE-Urbana
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Bethany* is a 12-year-old girl on the autism spectrum who is keenly 
aware of everything in her environment.  A student at Gerber School, 
she’s often attracted to books and supplies meant for other students 
and will try to scoop them up.  She has a lot of trouble filtering out sights 
and sounds around her. When Bethany hears another student talking, 
she’s likely to repeat what’s being said over and over again. And when 
a peer has a behavior problem, she’s quickly drawn into that behavior, 
which takes away from her learning and the learning of those around 
her.  To block out distractions, Bethany sometimes uses noise-canceling 
headphones.  When that accommodation doesn’t work, her teachers 
seat her in the hallway with a classroom aide.   

At Gerber, staff faces challenges like these every day.  Working in 
small classrooms with students up to four years apart in age and with 
vastly different needs, a teacher may have to accommodate kids from 
kindergarten to high school academic levels.  Three or more different 
activities may be going on at one time.  

The new Education and Recreation Center (ERC) is designed to provide 
a more therapeutic environment for kids like Bethany. The classrooms 
are larger and more acoustically sensitive. There is a wider variety of 
learning spaces available for those students who need a quiet place to 
calm down and work. Ready access to sensory rooms, the gymnasium, 
and the cafeteria increase staff’s flexibility in working with our kids.  And 
each classroom has locked storage space to keep students focused and 
away from materials they’re not using.  

Help us build for the future! To make a gift to the ERC and help our kids 
heal, learn, and grow, please contact Tim Manard, Development Officer, 
at tmanard@cunninghamhome.org or Sharla Jolly, Director of 
Advancement, at sjolly@cunninghamhome.org.

build an Education and 
Recreation Center to enhance 

the quality and safety of our services

* All stories are real, however, names are changed and photos selected to protect the privacy of our youth.
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Linda Danz of Pekin, Illinois has been an active 
supporter of Cunningham since she joined the 
United Methodist Women 43 years ago.  When 
Linda first heard about the Guardian Parent giving 
program in 1997, she immediately signed up and 
has been contributing on a monthly basis ever since.  

Guardian Parents provide our kids with a steady, 
predictable stream of support through recurring 
gifts. Starting as a group of Board members 20 years ago, the Guardian 
Parent giving program has grown to 300 caring donors who 
are making an investment in our children and youth on a monthly, 
quarterly, semi-annual, or annual basis. 

“I value a commitment to kids over the long haul,” Linda says.  “I feel 
like I’m helping them have experiences all kids should have, like my kids 
did. Things like sports programs, birthday parties, music lessons, field 
trips, and summer camp.  Some kids never had a birthday celebration 
before coming to Cunningham.”  

Over the years as a District Representative and now as the Chair of 
our Board Advancement Committee, Linda spreads the word about 
becoming a Guardian Parent.  She shares how convenient it is to make 
an automatic payment by credit card or through bank withdrawal. 
“I don’t have to remember to send it in,” she says.

We thank Linda and all our Guardian Parents for making a personal 
commitment to our kids. Their sustaining gifts go a long way toward 
filling the gap between the true costs of care and the reimbursements 
we receive from referring agencies.  A complete list of these special 
donors can be found at cunninghamhome.org.

You can become a Guardian Parent, too.  Program informaton and 
sign-up forms can be found at cunninghamhome.org/giving.

honor our Cunningham family 
and their support for our 
long-term viability

Hope begins with your legacy gift.
The Advancement Department can help you explore options for designating a 
bequest to Cunningham Children’s Home.  As you consider a planned gift, you 
should consult with your legal and tax advisors.  Our Advancement team is 
available to speak with your advisors as well.  Contact Sharla Jolly, Director of 
Advancement, at 217.337.9073 or at sjolly@cunninghamhome.org.
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When Kyle walked into Cunningham’s Vocational Options office, he 
was in “survival mode.” Kyle had never asked for help before, but 
his mother announced she was moving out of their house…without 
him.  With limited income, the teenager couldn’t afford to stay in his 
home and needed to find a full-time job quickly.  A student at CIRCLE 
Academy-Urbana, he dropped out of school a few courses shy of 
graduation.  

Kyle’s story is a good example of the way our Cunningham staff 
responds when one of our youth is in crisis.  Kyle started the ball 
rolling by asking for help but it took the support of a multi-disciplinary 
team of adults from several Cunningham programs to meet his urgent 
needs.   

Our Vocational Options program helps young adults move towards 
independence, but Kyle was thrust out on his own without the tools 
he needed to be successful. Mary, the Options coordinator, knew that 
her staff first had to tackle his basic daily needs. They arranged trips 
to the local food pantry for Kyle and 
taught him how to navigate the 
public bus system. Staff from our 
Community Services program 
advised him on money management 
and helped him find an apartment, 
while teachers and social workers from 
CIRCLE rounded up donated clothing 
and furnishings for Kyle’s new place.  
With those immediate needs met, 
Options counselors next helped him 
complete job applications and prepare 
for interviews. Kyle soon found a 
full-time position in a local factory. 

Kyle proved to be a very hard worker, 
but he had no interest in school.  Mary 
encouraged him to get his high school 
diploma and helped him create a plan 

teamwork: achieving 
excellence by doing our 

part to support one another
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to make that happen. As she waded through the paperwork for 
his transfer to Urbana High School, she discovered he was lacking 
required immunizations, so Cunningham’s Health Services staff 
jumped on board to help him find affordable health care.  Finally, 
Kyle’s teachers at CIRCLE worked with the local school district to 
make sure he completed the proper coursework while maintaining 
his second-shift job. 

The Cunningham family was very proud when Kyle received his 
high school diploma in December.  As his journey unfolds, he can 
continue to receive support from our Vocational Options team 
through a grant that helps adults, ages 18-40, transition to 
independent life in the community. 

young adults received vocational education 
preparing them for a self-sufficient and 
independent future

42 

35  
partnerships and counting have been established 
with businesses in the community

youth moved towards independence through 
our Transitional Living and Independent Living 
programs

60
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develop a broader spectrum 
of services for children, 

youth, and families

Five years ago Kim and David Snow made a decision that changed 
their lives… and the lives of four boys.  Married for 12 years, with 
no children, they took the big step to become specialized foster 
parents.  This means they are licensed to help children and youth 
with emotional challenges due to abuse, neglect, separation, or 
loss.   

The Snows knew they could provide a good home with lots of love 
for children who needed both, but they couldn’t have predicted 
that they would end up adopting their foster kids, Matthew (age 
14), Charman (age 13), and Ryan (age 11).  They are guardians of 
Jack (age 19).

Adoption hasn’t eliminated the behavioral issues caused by the 
boys’ traumatic pasts.  Children with unstable attachments early in 
life have difficulty regulating their emotions and building healthy 
relationships. To help get over this hurdle, Kim, David, and the 
boys all attend weekly therapy sessions at Cunningham’s 
community-based counseling service, HopeSprings, where they’re 
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benefiting from an innovative parent-child therapy program called 
Theraplay.  Through simple play activities and nurturing touch, 
Theraplay helps children feel safe and learn to trust caring adults.  

“Theraplay has been really effective for the Snows,” says Carrie, 
their HopeSprings therapist.  “It’s giving them basic bonding 
opportunities that the kids didn’t have with their caregivers in 
infancy and early childhood. These boys now feel that they’re 
part of a family.” 

HopeSprings Counseling Services offers Theraplay and a wide 
range of other programs to children and families experiencing 
difficult life situations, including individual, group and family 
counseling, parent training, in-home support, and transitional 
and vocational services.

48 youth and families were served by HopeSprings
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spirituality: respecting the 
belief that a greater 

power guides us

Ashley’s* day got off to a rough start.   A staff vacancy at the Residential 
Treatment Center meant she would have to work even harder than usual.  
And then there was the paperwork.

As she did each morning, Ashley logged onto the computer to start her 
shift.  The first thing she saw was a message from Chaplain Gay. 
It read:

God, hope is essential in the work I do.  In order to increase hope
in someone else’s life, I must have a good supply of hope within
myself.  Remind me that, when all looks lost and I’m stumbling in
the dark, you do your most amazing work.  May I never give up on
myself, others, and most of all, you.  Amen.

You are invited to use this spiritual reflection to refocus your spirit
for the awesome work you do.
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“That is exactly what I need at this moment,” Ashley thought. She took 
a deep breath and got ready to walk the kids in her unit over to Gerber 
School.

Every week, Chaplain Gay emails a spiritual reflection to all staff.  It’s an 
invitation for the Cunningham community to pause, focus on the tasks
ahead, and practice a little self care.  This is just one way the chaplain 
reminds us that we’re “human beings, not human doings.”

On a quarterly basis, Chaplain Gay hosts a staff breakfast or lunch to 
bring together people who otherwise don’t have the opportunity to 
spend time with each other.  “It’s a good place to relax and visit with 
people from different departments and buildings,” she says.  The 
chaplain uses these gatherings to celebrate the hope and love our 
employees bring to Cunningham’s kids.
  
Through our Spiritual Life program, staff is welcome to attend weekly 
worship services. They also can request individual support in or outside 
the workplace, no matter their faith or beliefs. Recently, a day shift
supervisor called after a particularly challenging shift.  “Chaplain, could 
you come and pray with our team?” she asked.  “We could really use 
some prayers today.”

Our Spiritual Life program represents one of Cunningham’s core values 
and infuses all aspects of the work we do—for our youth, their families, 
and our staff. 

*  All stories are real, however, names are changed and photos   
 selected to protect the privacy of our staff.

257 individuals were employed full-time by Cunningham

2016 Friends of Cunningham Award
 Will and Vicki Kirkpatrick

Will and Vicki Kirkpatrick of Broaddus, Texas are the 
recipients of the 2016 Friend of Cunningham Award 

in honor of their generosity and commitment to our kids. 

Will grew up in Urbana and as a young boy fished at 
Crystal Lake Park with friends who lived at Cunningham.  
He became a celebrated angler, fishing in tournaments 

across the United States and internationally, but 
he never forgot his ties to Cunningham.  

The Kirkpatricks share their time and love of the 
sport by traveling back to Illinois annually to host a fishing 
clinic at Crystal Lake Park for our kids. Our kids come away 

with prizes, giveaways, and a whole set of new skills.
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64% 36%
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About Our Clients
Number of Clients by Age

establish strategies to ensure that staff, 
facilities, programs, and fiscal 

management promote excellence and 
long-term viability of the organization

115 9 19730
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Number of Clients by Race
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Program Name Clients Days of Care/
 Served Enrollment Days
CIRCLE Academy Day Schools 118 16,080
Winfred Gerber Residential School 68 9,512
Residential Treatment-Main Campus 56 13,930
Residential Treatment-Group Homes 21 5,599
Independent and Transitional Living 60 10,808
Specialized and Traditional Foster Care 74 18,647
HopeSprings Counseling Services 48 --------

Clients Served Fiscal Year 2016
Total Unduplicated Clients Served: 351

Fiscal year 2016 covers July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016. Administrative and non-program 
expenses include accounting, human resources, staff training, computer technology, 
phone service, professional accreditation and memberships, clerical support, and other 
costs associated with efficiently supporting agency programs and services.

Note: There is some overlap between programs, for instance, when a client moves from the 
Residential Program into Transitional Living or a foster home, or when a foster child attends 
CIRCLE Academy. One-hundred percent of Gerber School students are also Residental 
Treatment Program clients.

81% Programs

14% Administrative and Non-program

5% Fundraising and Public Relations

Fiscal Year 2016 Financial Summary

47% Illinois Department of 
 Children and Family Services

33% Education Related Programs

19% Charitable Support

1% Illinois Department of 
 Healthcare and Family Services

TOTAL INCOME AND BENEVOLENT 
SUPPORT $17,572,132

TOTAL EXPENSE $17,572,132
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The Festival of Quilts, a Cunningham Children’s 
Home tradition, attracted 1,400 visitors and raised 
more than $66,000 in 2016 to help bring hope 
to hundreds of youth and families.  The Festival 
honors the tradition of the United Methodist 
Women and the quilts they, and quilters from across Illinois, have 
donated for our kids for more than 100 years. 

This year’s event features two guest speakers. Friday and Saturday at 
2 p.m., Deborah Fell will present stories of hope that inspire her work. 
Fell, a full-time studio artist committed to the art quilt medium, is a 
professional member of the Studio Art Quilt Associates and Art Quilt 
Network.  Well-known quilt teacher and lecturer Sherry Fourez Sollers 
will present her miniature quilts on Saturday at 11 a.m. Sollers is a 
competitive quilter throughout the Midwest.

Once again, the Festival will be a recognized gallery of the Boneyard 
Arts Festival, a four-day event which brings together area businesses, 
organizations, and artists while promoting the cultural vibrancy of our 
community. 

13th Annual Festival of Quilts
Friday and Saturday , April 7 and 8, 2017 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. at the Spiritual Life Center

Cunningham Children’s Home

It’s been 28 years since former Illinois basketball 
star Kendall Gill began his annual golf outing to 
raise money for Cunningham Children’s Home. 
Since then, it’s raised more than $1 million for 
local youth suffering from serious emotional and 
behavioral challenges.

Gill has said that continuing to help a home he 
sponsored from the beginning means a chance at changing lives.

28th Annual Kendall Gill Golf Outing
Monday, July 10, 2017

carry on the tradition of our two 
signature benefit events that 
bring hope to the lives of our kids
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Memberships and Affiliations 
American Association of Children’s 

Residential Centers
Association of Fundraising Professionals, 

East Central Illinois Chapter
Central Illinois Human Resources Group

Champaign County Human 
Services Council

The Child Care Association of Illinois
Community Behavioral Health Association

Illinois Association of Private 
Special Education Centers

Illinois Collaboration on Youth
Illinois Great Rivers Alliance

Illinois Inter-Agency Athletic Association
Society for Human Resource Management

United Methodist Association (UMA)
United Way of Champaign County

Accreditations, Licensure, Approval 
AdvancED 

Council on Accreditation of Services for 
Family and Children, Inc.

Illinois Department of Human Services
Illinois Department of Children 

and Family Services
Illinois Department of Healthcare 

and Family Services
Illinois State Board of Education

UMA EAGLE Accreditation Project

2017 Board of Directors
Officers

Janet Ruckman, President
Linda Ayers, Treasurer

Bianca Green, Secretary
Cheryl Van Ness, President Elect 

Ron Hoyne, Treasurer Elect

Committee Chairs
Linda Danz, Advancement

Doug Schroeder, Asset Management
Ron Hoyne, Audit

Bobby Walker, District Representatives
Janet Ruckman, Executive

Linda Ayers, Finance and Human Resources
Brenda Learned, Nominations

Becky Jones, Performance Quality Improvement

United Methodist Church (UMC) 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference 

United Methodist Women (UMW) Officers
Camille McCaskill, President 
Diane Goff, Vice President 
Mary Ann Harvey, Treasurer

Jan Corsaro, Secretary 
Pam McDavid, Education and Interpretation

Naomi Davidson, Social Action

UMC Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
Iroquois River District Superintendent

Rev. Dr. Rose Booker-Jones

UMW District Presidents
Janet Kirk, Cache River

Carol Kessler, Embarras River 
June Tyler, Illinois River 

Susan Connor, Iroquois River 
Betty Stoltz, Kaskaskia River 
Melba Funk, LaMoine River

Leverne Backstrom, Mississippi River
Carol Sims, Sangamon River
Anita Anderson, Spoon River

Nancy Jennings, Vermilion River

Members At Large
Michael Biehl, Carl Hudson, Justin Lytle

Ex Officio 
Bishop Frank J. Beard, UMC Illinois Great Rivers Conference

Peggy Cope, North Central Jurisdiction, UMW Board Treasurer
Marlin Livingston, President/CEO, Cunningham Children’s Home
Carol Rankin, UMC Illinois Great Rivers Conference Committee 

on Health and Welfare

Cunningham Children’s Home
1301 North Cunningham Avenue

Urbana, IL 61802
P.O. Box 878, Urbana, IL 61803-0878

Phone: 217.367.3728    
Fax: 217.367.2896

Email: cch@cunninghamhome.org

Agency Leadership
Marlin Livingston, President/CEO

Pat Ege, Vice President of Program Services
Dan Holmer, Vice President of Finance 

and Operations
Jeni Carmazino, Director of 

Human Resources
Sharla Jolly, Director of Advancement

continue to enhance governance by 
improving communication, expanding educational 
opportunities, and broadening board diversity



hope begins here.

N
O

N
PR

O
FI

T
O

RG
AN

IZ
AT

IO
N

U.
S.

 P
O

ST
AG

E 
PA

ID
CH

AM
PA

IG
N

, I
L

PE
RM

IT
 #

45
3

13
01

 N
. C

un
ni

ng
ha

m
 A

ve
nu

e
U

rb
an

a,
 Il

lin
oi

s 6
18

02

Fo
llo

w
 u

s 
to

 re
ad

 m
o

re
 s

to
rie

s 
ab

o
ut

 h
o

w
 h

o
p

e 
b

eg
in

s 
he

re
.

A
nn

ua
l R

ep
or

t F
is

ca
l Y

ea
r 2

01
6


