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Opening UP a World of Possibilities

Dear Friends,
Cunningham Children’s Home enjoyed
tremendous growth in a number of ways
during Fiscal Year 2018 (FY18). Because of you,
we opened new doors for hope and healing to
520 youth and their families.
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Perhaps our greatest and most visible result of the tireless efforts and
generosity of so many was the opening of the Rosann Gelvin Noel Education
Center and Coach Lou and Mary Henson Gymnasium. With wide eyes and full
of excitement, our students are walking into new, state-of-the-art classrooms,
gym and cafeteria–all designed to meet their unique academic
and behavioral health needs. YOU have given them the space to thrive!
In FY18, our agency continued to offer opportunities to care for youth and
families in our community through HopeSprings Counseling Services and
expanded our services yet again with the addition of two new programs—
Intensive Placement Stabilization (IPS) and Empowering Connections
through Hope and Opportunities (ECHO).
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IPS provides short-term services, interventions and support to children
and youth with emotional and/or behavioral problems who are identified as
being at risk of being removed from their current homes. Our staff work with
families, schools, communities, and others to coordinate services and
interventions to help youth achieve safe, stable living situations.
ECHO works with Champaign
County citizens who are homeless
or at risk of homelessness.
Our staff guides adults
or families to resources
that provide support
towards permanent
housing, employment
and life skills so
that they can
live independently
with or without
on-going support.
As we illustrate
in the following

pages, Cunningham continues
to move forward with our
strategic plan in order to
accomplish our mission—to
nourish hope through
effective solutions so children
thrive and families flourish.
And because you believe in
the work we do, doors
continue to open for our
kids and for those in our
community who need the most help.
We thank you for your continued care
and support.
Sincerely,

Marlin Livingston, LCSW
President/CEO
Cunningham Children’s Home
Cunningham Children’s Home is a mission
and ministry of the United Methodist Women
of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. As a
National Mission Institution, Cunningham has
a covenant relationship with the United
Methodist Women, Inc., National Office.

VISION
to see every child thrive

mission
to nourish hope through
effective solutions so children
thrive and families flourish

core values
spirituality
teamwork
integrity
respect
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REACHING OUT TO OUR COMMUNITY WITH OPEN ARMS
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PROMOTING STABILITY IN THE HOME
When Jeremy, a new foster dad, began working with the Intensive Placement
Stabilization (IPS) program at Cunningham Children’s Home, it was to help him
learn more about the special needs of Chatwain and Za’mir and how he could
best care for them. It was that assistance that changed the course of his life and
the life of these young brothers.
The IPS staff helped Jeremy learn therapy techniques that enhanced his
parenting skills and gave him the
ability to advocate for Chatwain
and Za’mir in school, at daycare
and in the community. With
greater confidence in his ability to
be a parent and with the support
of his family, Jeremy confirmed
his decision to adopt Chatwain
and Za’mir.
Cunningham became an IPS
provider in 2018 and serves
children and youth, like Chatwain
and Za’mir, who live with their
biological, foster or pre-adoptive
families throughout Champaign,
Vermilion, Ford and Iroquois
It was all smiles after Jeremy officially
counties. Every family that receives
adopted three-year-old Za’mir and
IPS services is referred by the
10-year-old Chatwain. Also pictured
Department of Children and
is Jeremy’s brother Willie.
Family Services (DCFS).
“The intention of the IPS program is to provide therapeutic services to children
and their families to help them to be successful with where they are living right
now,” Marie Duffin, Cunningham’s IPS Family Therapist, said. “So often children
in the foster care system experience many placement changes and the whole
spirit and intention of IPS is to prevent that. We’ve also worked with preadoptive parents and with biological parents who have their children living with
them but have DCFS involvement and are trying to keep their families together.”
Marie provides therapeutic services to the entire family and Family Support
Specialist Paige Garrison Day works with children on a variety of skills to improve
their self-esteem. She may work one-on-one or with siblings to help strengthen
their relationships.
IPS staff connect families with support systems in the community including
afterschool and summer programs and also educate the staff at those programs
to understand the effects of trauma on children, how to provide the right
support, the importance of consistent routines, and other essential building
blocks for helping children heal from trauma.

“In addition to providing our
therapeutic services, we also have to
be planning for when we’re not there,”
Marie explained. “Our program is
intended to be short-term and our
job is to provide services quickly and
immediately but we also work together
to make a therapeutic web in the
community once we determine what
our clients need to be successful.”
IPS can provide sensory aides such as
IPS helped five clients in Fiscal Year
body socks, weighted blankets, and
2018 and has now provided services to
weighted vests that can help children
more than 20 families with many others
feel safe and emotionally regulated.
on a waiting list.
“Our work is really important and special because we’re trying to prevent
children from ever being removed from their homes and that’s a really beautiful
goal,” Marie said.
Jeremy’s Journey to Becoming a Dad
Did you always expect you would one day adopt? I did not, but always dreamed
of having my own family.
What made you decide to adopt? We are sometimes not dealt the traditional
cards, but that is no reason to give up on any traditional dreams. My life has given me
a lot of experiences and wisdom. I knew I was meant to share those; whether it was
through family, mentoring or being the great uncle. At 36-years-old, I was ready to
start my family and fostering was a great way to share that with children who needed
the same.
What did you learn in the process of foster to adoption? The support is grand.
I was blessed with a great professional team. Even as a single parent household I
never felt alone in the process. I honestly thought this would be an extremely
draining process, my team proved me wrong. I was amazed at how seamless the
support team made it seem.
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How did working with Marie and Paige from Cunningham’s IPS help you and
the boys? Marie was our family’s “duct tape” and Paige was our “wet
wipe.” Every home needs duct tape, and every family with kids needs
a wet wipe from time to time. Marie, during our family therapy
sessions, was a bridge between the age gap, dad/son dynamic to
keep the worlds stuck together. Paige was a great breath of
fresh air with research, playdates and support with things.
What’s it like to be a new dad? My life has never had
more purpose. My path has never had more light on
the way. I know what happiness feels and looks like.
I could paint it in a picture. Family defined!
What are your plans for you and the boys? Our
plans are simple, grow happy together! Oh, and start
working on that college fund for two!
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LINKING TO COMMUNITY RESOURCES
Life hasn’t been easy for Tonya*. She grew up in foster care and struggled with
the emotional scars and developmental delays caused by the traumatic
circumstances of her early life. Even so, the 30-year-old never imagined that
she would find herself as a single parent and homeless.
A few years ago, Tonya was evicted from her home after her son’s father took
all of her social security check money and she was unable to pay her rent.
Thankfully, Tonya ended the unhealthy relationship but due to numerous
unfortunate circumstances, she has been unable to get back on her feet. She
and her now 5-year-old son have lived in motels or stayed with different family
members or friends the past couple of years.
It was when Tonya and her son began staying with her former foster sister
Mariah* that she learned about Empowering Connections through Hope
and Opportunities (ECHO), a housing and employment support program at
Cunningham Children’s Home. Mariah, who is receiving services through
another program at Cunningham, asked her caseworker if there were any
resources to help Tonya and her son since she couldn’t take them in long
term without putting her own housing in jeopardy.
ECHO has provided assistance to Tonya in a number of ways. She has
received intensive case management services including numerous linkages
and referrals in the community and has recently obtained stable housing. After
helping Tonya get her social security benefits reinstated, ECHO assisted her
with the security deposit for a one-bedroom apartment as well as obtaining
household items like furniture and basic household necessities. The program
also assisted Tonya in enrolling her son in kindergarten and connecting her
with local resources to help with their mental and physical health well-being.
“I absolutely love the ECHO program,” Tonya said. “I don’t know where we
would be without it. I would
recommend the program to
anyone who is homeless like
my son and I were. It has
truly made a huge impact
on our lives.”
ECHO also works with
Tonya on budgeting skills
and helping her maintain
her apartment. She has
remained current on her
monthly rent payments
and is working hard to
rebuild her life with
her son.

“Everyone deserves a right to be treated with dignity and respect,” ECHO’s
Chalaine Davis said. “Whether it is mental health or substance abuse issues,
or someone just down on their luck, sometimes people just need that
helping hand or boost to get on track. Seeing individuals come into the
program wondering where they are going to sleep that night or get their next
meal is heartbreaking but knowing that you can make a difference in someone’s
life is a great feeling.”
With the goal of linking clients to resources that provide support towards
permanent housing and employment, ECHO has been a positive addition to
homeless services in our community. The program has already helped 19 clients
and there is currently a short wait list for services.

CREATIVE HEALING

*Our stories are real but name has been changed to protect the privacy of our youth.
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Jana* likes doing hands-on activities and was able to use her own creativity to
help in her healing process. She worked with her mother during family therapy
at HopeSprings Counseling Services to create a therapeutic board game
called “Froggy Family.”
“In the game, players start as tadpoles and grow up to be frogs, while facing
many snakes along the way,” Brooke DiBello, one of our HopeSprings Clinical
Therapists, explained. “The snakes
represent hurdles in life. The goal of the
game is to be a healthy family.”
The game’s cards address adverse
situations like being removed from your
home, a parent leaving for days, coping
with anger, and substance abuse—issues
all too familiar to Jana and other youth
experiencing difficult life situations.
With diverse training and certifications in
several areas, our staff use their skills and
experience to effectively treat youth,
families and young adults. Our therapists
provide assessment, treatment planning,
therapy, and other mental health services
to those emotionally and behaviorally
challenged. With this expertise, 80
percent of the clients we’ve served
have achieved their treatment goal.
In order to keep pace with the community’s need for counseling services,
Cunningham increased our staff at HopeSprings Counseling Services in Fiscal
Year 2018, with the addition of four therapists.

EXPANDING THEIR MINDS AND OPENING THEIR HEARTS
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WALK FOR WATER
It’s amazing to see how a schoolwide reading assignment can open the
hearts of our youth.
It was through reading the book, “A Long Walk to Water,” that our
Gerber School students learned that in South Sudan, millions of women
and children walk for up to eight hours a day to collect water from marshes,
ditches, or wells where the water is often contaminated with parasites
and bacteria.
Our kids couldn’t believe that something
as simple as clean water wasn’t available to
everyone and the real-life story made quite an
impact on them.
“Everyone deserves clean water and the
chance to go to school and learn,”
12-year-old Liza* said.
“We never go hungry and are safe,”said
15-year-old James*. “Everyone everywhere
deserves that.”
The Walk for Water fundraiser was created to
help build water wells by participating in
Water for South Sudan’s Iron Giraffe
Challenge. Gerber was one of 236 schools
world-wide, and the smallest, that pledged
to participate in the Iron Giraffe Challenge
this year.
“The response we received from the Water for South Sudan organization
was very positive,” Melissa Breen, one of our school social workers who
helped organize the fundraiser, said. “They were impressed that our kids
would step outside of their own struggles to support this cause.”
Our students accepted donations throughout the month of March with the
goal of raising more than $1,000. Then, as planned, on March 29, despite the
cold and light rain, approximately 35 Gerber students and
staff walked around the Cunningham campus carrying
jugs of water to emulate the struggles faced daily
by the people in Sudan. That same day, the
student council raised $60 with a bake sale
on campus.
More than 90 people supported the
fundraiser, including one of our students
who donated $20 of his own money.
With generosity from so many amazing
people, $2,440.62 was raised.

“The support we received from the Cunningham Board and staff, United
Methodist Women, and donors was amazing,” Melissa said. “The students
learned the power of caring, working together
and having a voice. Compassion, Respect,
Cooperation, Perseverance, Integrity and
Responsibility are six character traits we work
to instill in our students on a daily basis and we
believe this project brought out all of these traits
in each of them. Seeds were planted and we
continue to see them grow.”
Walking wasn’t going to be quite enough for
one of our students. Eleven-year-old Danny*
took the project to another level. A master with
Legos and K’nex, he made a model water pump
and pulled it in a wagon along with him as he
walked around campus.
“Danny is truly kind of amazing when it comes to
mechanical things with moving parts and
building,” Jeanne Ward, a teacher at Gerber,
said. “He agreed to walk with his classmates but really wanted to make the
model. We thought it sounded like a great way to use his skills and creativity
and still contribute.”
Our students’ participation in the fundraiser gave them the opportunity to
see the generosity of others and how small steps can bring about profound
change. It made them feel pretty good too.
“I got peaceful thoughts knowing I helped someone else,” 10-year-old
Oliver* said. “I felt happy.”
*Our story is real but names have been changed to protect the privacy of our youth.
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OPEN TO A CHANGE FOR THE BETTER
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I AM LIVING THE DREAM
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “Life’s most persistent and urgent
question is, ‘What are you doing for others?’” It’s a question 17-year-old
Arieana, from Cunningham’s Transitional Living (TL) program, was proud to
answer in her essay as part of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., “Living the
Dream” Scholarship application.
“As an individual, I contribute to Dr. Martin Luther King’s, ‘Living the Dream’
speech by demonstrating leadership, serving humanity, working for justice,
and excelling academically,” Arieana wrote in her essay. “I demonstrate these
characteristics through organizations, clubs, and activities in my school and
community as a way to help others and make a profound change.”
The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Advocacy for Justice Committee awards
scholarships annually to high school seniors who display need and excel
academically. Each student receives a $1,000 scholarship for each of the four
years they attend college. Arieana was also the recipient of the Herb Stevens
Memorial Scholarship for Overcoming Adversity and attended the 34th
Annual Unity Breakfast at Vineyard
Church in Urbana where she read
her essay.
Three years ago, Arieana’s life
looked much different than it
does today. After learning she
wouldn’t be able to return to
her biological mother, she was
crushed and heartbroken. At
the time, Arieana received
services from Cunningham
Children’s Home through our
Foster Care Program. Her foster
mother loved and cared for her
deeply, but Arieana refused to
live with a family that wasn’t her
biological family.
Arieana started reverting back to
unsafe behaviors and spiraling
out of control. She admits she
had hit rock bottom. So, in order
for Arieana to be in a safe
environment, her caseworker
placed her into a residential
group home in Southern Illinois.
“I was consistently on run, fighting, smoking weed, doing anything and
everything I could do to not succeed,” she said.
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Arieana had been in the state’s care for seven years, many times feeling
hopeless and like an outcast. She knew it would be hard to change her
behaviors and was not sure she was ready to make those changes. But
Arieana was certain about something else too. She wanted happiness and
a sense of belonging for herself.
In the winter of 2015, Arieana made the decision to stop running and fighting
and changed her outlook and behaviors. She sought assistance through her
residential caseworker and therapist and gradual changes began to happen.
In 2018, Arieana felt it was time to spread her wings but wasn’t able to find
a stable home suited to her liking. Eventually, she found her way back to
Cunningham as part of the TL program.
“At first I was wary,” Arieana said, “but I knew Cunningham had helped me
a lot before so I took a chance and put faith into this program and its leaders.
They give me care, support, love, peace of mind and someone I can
continuously put my trust in. To this day, I would say they have met my
hopes and dreams with nothing but support and determination to see
me succeed.”
A high school senior, Arieana is taking college level courses and maintains a
solid grade point average. She has a part-time job at a retirement home and
participates in several school activities including serving as a class officer and
as the treasurer of a student group whose members are interested in pursuing
medical careers.
“Each day I work, I am allowed the opportunity to build a relationship with
the residents, provide the best service possible for them, and work as a team
with my co-workers to meet the needs of the residents,” Arieana said. “And
I impact and lead others outside of my job by working
for justice through the Governor’s Youth Summer
Summit where children in care, like me, worked
diligently together to find solutions. We used our
personal experiences to create a
program that provides change, justice,
and equality for youth in care.”
Arieana’s future is bright. Through her
experiences, excelling educationally has
become a personal goal and one she has
accomplished. But she’s not done yet. She
has sent out multiple college applications
and it will be exciting to see what’s in store for
the next chapter of her life.
“While working for justice, serving for
humanity, and providing leadership for others, I
have also pursued a fundamental need of my own...
my education,” she said.

OUTCOMES - FISCAL YEAR 2018
Educational Services

87%

of our CIRCLE
students say,
“My classroom
is a good place
for learning.”

14

of our students
earned a high
school degree.

residential Services

77%

of our youth who
completed treatment
returned home
or moved to a less
restrictive setting.
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Community Services

82%

of youth in our
Transitional and
Independent
Living programs
are employed.

80%

of our clients
at HopeSprings
achieved their
treatment goal.

Friend of Children Award

Randy and Laurel Tucker, FMS Group
The decades-long support of our kids by Arby’s/
FMS Inc., first with the late Bill Myers and now under
the leadership of Randy and Laurel Tucker, has been
marvelous. They believe in our mission and love to
see our kids thrive.
When Randy and Laurel took management
responsibilities from their mentor, Bill, they
continued the tradition of support and chose to
go one step further. Laurel, who comes from a marketing background, wanted
to use their stores to help raise awareness for Cunningham and the Festival
of Quilts. So in addition to their Presenting Sponsorship, they developed the
“Give Hope” campaign in which Arby’s employees solicit donations from
patrons during the month of March in exchange for an Arby’s coupon. In the
last three years, more than $23,000 in donations has been collected! They also
display promotional Cunningham and Festival materials at their restaurants in
Champaign, Urbana and Mahomet. And in each of the three years, we have
seen record numbers of attendees at the Festival.
We are so thankful for Randy and Laurel and their year round support. They also
provide sponsorship and participate in the Kendall Gill Golf Outing each July
and introduce friends to the work that we do here.

OUTSTANDING ALUMNI Award Jack Burns
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We honored the late Jack Burns with the 2018 Outstanding Alumni Award
recognizing his professional and personal success; service to the community;
and commitment to our mission to see children thrive and families flourish. Jack
passed away in June but his children proudly accepted the award in his honor.
Jack came to Cunningham in 1932 after the death of his mother. Despite all the
change, Jack once said he felt at home here, “Cunningham
provided me with the six most stable years of my
childhood. I truly enjoyed my time there.”
Jack said that Cunningham taught him values and a strong
work ethic. He remembered the importance of completing
daily chores and the spiritual life programming that gave
him the framework of his faith that was so important to him.
Jack returned for Cunningham’s 100th Anniversary
Homecoming in 1996 and said “it felt like coming home.”
After that visit, he served on Cunningham’s Board of
Directors for many years, visited events and outings as
often as he could, and championed our Guardian Parent
Giving Program telling others, “Knowing I could make a
difference in a child’s life means a lot to me.”
Jack made a difference in many lives. We are honored to
recognize his life as a member of the Cunningham family.

doorway to progress

The leaders and staff at Cunningham’s CIRCLE Academy
programs in Urbana and Rossville know the value of parent and
guardian involvement in the lives of their students. Because
these special education programs serve
youth in our surrounding communities, it’s
vital to encourage and work with families
so these students can get back to their
public school.
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he’s come a long way
Dora Crawford no longer cringes when the phone
rings. That’s because her grandson Damani has come
a long way since arriving at CIRCLE Academy-Urbana
Photo credit: Richard Lord
in 2012.
“I used to get calls 2-3 times per week to come to the school to talk to him,”
Dora said. “I still get phone calls, just not about his bad behaviors. Teachers are
working with him. He’s learning.”
Because of a series of adverse events in his early life, when Damani arrived at
CIRCLE as a 2nd grader, he couldn’t identify the letters of the alphabet or write
his own name—educational milestones his peers had learned in kindergarten.
Much of this was related to developmental delays from childhood trauma, but
his inability to sit and learn also played a role. He would get agitated quickly
which at its worst brought screaming, table flipping and fighting with staff.
CIRCLE staff worked patiently with Damani, moving him to a quieter place and
helping him to calm down. They also provided intensive support to help him
with his skills building including one-on-one time with reading and math which
allowed him to feel small successes. In the midst of it, he was also learning how
to control his outbursts and he began to gain confidence.
Since the Department of Children and Family Services moved Damani into
Dora’s care three years ago, he’s shown even greater improvement.
“Damani’s behaviors turned around when Ms. Dora got involved,” Charles
Hogue, CIRCLE Principal, said. “She showed up at school, talked with teachers,
and held him accountable. She’s reinforcing a consistent plan so the skills we
are teaching at school can stick.”
“This is my grandchild,” she said. “I’m not giving up on him.”
Dora works hand-in-hand with the teachers and staff at CIRCLE and together,
they’re a great team. All have worked very hard to make sure Damani gets the
academic and behavioral help he needs to be successful in the future.
“Damani was raised where people were not on his team,” Dora said. “But the
staff at CIRCLE understood that and were willing to work with us so he could
get better. He sits at his desk and stays in the classroom all day now. He is
doing so well.”

hope begins with parents
“There aren’t enough apples…” starts
the certificate given to CIRCLE Vermilion
Principal Paula Dowling. It finishes with,
“that I could give you for putting up
with Brett’s crap.”
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The card from Brett’s mom, Valerie, hangs proudly
in Paula’s office. It is a reminder of how far this
graduate came in the past four years which gave
both women reason to be delighted.
Three years prior, Brett was failing all of his classes, missing school regularly and
way behind on credits for high school graduation. He had learning issues that
created frustration and as a result, Brett’s emotions and behaviors alternated
between angry outbursts to escaping it all by staying home or running away.
“He didn’t have motivation,” Valerie said.
“I couldn’t get him out of bed for school or I
was getting called for his fighting. But his dad
and I believe education is a priority and we
were determined that he needed to get a
good education.”
Ironically, Valerie was reluctant when Brett’s public
school recommended that he attend CIRCLE
Academy–Vermilion. She was worried about the
long drive to get him if he acted up in school. She
also had concerns about the classwork and the
school’s fit for him.
“Now I tell everyone that this is an awesome
school!” Valerie said enthusiastically.
“Brett had a lot of struggles during his first two years. He was a
handfull. But teachers and staff at CIRCLE bent over backwards to
help him and to communicate with me.”
CIRCLE staff designed an individualized plan for Brett and
took a team approach in implementing it. They regularly
encouraged him when he succeeded and Brett
responded positively. He put in his own effort too.
“Parents play a critical role in helping our kids
succeed,” Paula said. “Valerie and her husband
Bob worked with our staff to help Brett, and he
also saw that CIRCLE staff believed in him. Together,
and with great determination, Brett overcame his
struggles and has a great future ahead of him.”

OPENING FUTURE DOORS

MAKING A LONG-TERM IMPACT
“I was blown away by how Cunningham’s
programs change the lives of young people. I
knew I wanted to be a part of it.” That was the
reaction of Jack Wallace after attending our
annual HopeBuilders Breakfast in 2015 where he
heard from a Cunningham alumnus and Marlin
Livingston, our President/CEO. Jack was
impressed and inspired by what he learned.
Initially, Jack started by giving an annual gift to
support the programs and kids’ daily needs at
Cunningham. However, the more he learned
about Cunningham, the more he wanted to do something that would have an
even greater long-term impact. “Last year I started to look at putting together
an estate plan for the people and organizations that I care about,” Jack
explained. “Cunningham was high on that list.”
After several meetings with Tim Manard, Cunningham’s Development Officer,
Jack and his estate planning advisor drafted a plan that would meet Jack’s
personal dreams and impact the lives of Cunningham youth forever. “As part
of my estate, I was able to make a pledge specifically designated to the
Education and Recreation Center; something that is very important to me,”
he said.
In addition, part of Jack’s estate provides for the continued support of
Cunningham’s programs to change the lives of kids far into the future. And he
feels great peace knowing that will help provide for the kids at Cunningham
even after he is gone.
“It’s never too early to begin planning, but it can be too late,” Jack said. “So
many people put off estate planning and then something happens to them and
their hopes and dreams for organizations like Cunningham are never fulfilled.
It’s wonderful not having to worry about that.”
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Learn how you can include Cunningham in your estate plan at cunninghamhome.org/ways-to-give.

WELCOMING SPECIAL MOMENTS

GUARDIAN PARENTS: PROVIDING THE PARTY

Learn how you can become a Guardian Parent at cunninghamhome.org/ways-to-give.
*Our story is real but name has been changed to protect the privacy of our youth.
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Sienna’s* bright pink cowboy hat and pink and purple feathered boa paled
in comparison to the smile on her face. She could hardly contain her excitement
for her birthday party at the Girls Group Home as she bounced from guest to
guest, taking photos and laughing and joking with them. And her birthday cake
was just what she wanted, decorated like a ranch with plastic horses and
a fence!
Most of us take for granted that
we have family and friends to
help celebrate birthdays and
other special occasions, but
for our kids, that’s not usually
the case.
“These young ladies have been
through so much,” Shacairy
Gibbs, who has worked at
Cunningham for 10 years, said.
“It fills my heart and makes me sad at the same time when they say, ‘I’ve never
had a birthday cake,’ or ‘this is my first real party.’ It makes our job just a little bit
more special seeing them light up.”
Special experiences like a birthday party, a trip to the zoo, going to a concert,
are made possible by our Guardian Parents who are the first line of support for
Cunningham kids. Guardian Parents make a commitment to give regularly to
help our youth receive the basic needs—like a safe home, regular meals, clean
clothes and a supportive family—that most “parents” provide. These funds
also give our counselors and therapists the ability to plan the appropriate
programming to help our kids heal, learn and grow, because they know that
the needed financial resources will be there.
A program that really helped Sienna heal was equine therapy. Equine therapy
involves activities such as grooming, feeding, haltering and leading a horse with
a goal of helping to develop one’s accountability, responsibility, self-confidence,
problem-solving skills and self-control.
“Sienna was consistently going to equine therapy and she loved it,” Shacairy
said. “We believe that on your birthday, it’s truly your day, so we focus on the
things that our girls really like. That was the reason for the horse theme.”
In Fiscal Year 2018, 252 Guardian Parents provided $82,681 in financial support
to help our kids. While Cunningham receives reimbursement from state
agencies, it isn’t nearly enough to cover the total cost of care. After state
reimbursement, it still costs $37 per child per day to provide basic needs,
therapy and an education to the youth in our programs.

opening up through spirituality

campfire worship
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During a meeting one afternoon with Chaplain Gay King Crede, Special
Therapies Specialist Kyle Fleming was fondly reminiscing about church camp
and the songs he was taught there—songs he thought our kids might also
enjoy learning. And as they continued to discuss plans for summer spiritual
programming, they came up with a great idea. Since attending summer
church camp away from Cunningham wouldn’t be an option for all of our kids,
why not bring it to them instead?
On Wednesday nights for six weeks throughout the summer, Chaplain Gay
transformed the chapel into a campground where our youth experienced
Campfire Worship. Helping to create a more
realistic camp atmosphere, a donor provided an
electric flame, Chaplain Gay made cloth logs, and
Kyle picked out the perfect church camp songs to
sing as they sat around the campfire. The camp
counselors were college students from the Wesley
Student Center at the University of Illinois.
“The Wesley students loved the interaction
with our kids and the kids themselves
really opened up to them,” Chaplain
Gay said. “Maybe it was because
they’re younger or that they shared
their own personal stories but our
youth really looked forward to
seeing them each week.”
In addition to sharing their own
experiences, the Wesley students
came up with themes for each week,
read scripture and did some sort of
activity with our kids. And you wouldn’t
believe how many creative ways they found
to make s’mores!

“I spoke about how God is
always with us even when we feel
like God isn’t there or has left
us,” Wesley student Maggie said.
“It was so powerful to hear the
kids share their own experiences
about where they found God
to be in times of stress or in the
unknown. I loved connecting with
and learning more from them
throughout the summer. Each
Wednesday at Cunningham
truly embodied the beauty,
complexity, and creativity of the
Family of God!”
Campfire Worship was a special
experience for our kids. Sitting
around the fire was informal and
intimate and allowed them to
open up about their feelings and
to new and different ways to be spiritual. The impact our youth had on the
Wesley students was also special.
“Working with the young people at Cunningham was an honor and a
blessing,” Chris, another Wesley student, said. “When I spoke at Campfire
Worship, I focused on prayer. I did an activity where the young people could
share prayers for different groups: themselves, people from their families or
immediate communities, and then the world. The prayers they offered were
earnest and thoughtful. I left feeling like I’d learned from their example, like
they and the staff were showing me God’s presence in the world. Every time
I go to Cunningham, I am humbled by the community’s resilience.”
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ABOUT OUR CLIENTS
Gender
Ethnicity

38%
female

2% Northern
2% Cook
hispanic

other

3%

County

3%

10% multiracial

Home Region

27% black

57%

white

62%
male

93% Central

3% Southern
Ages

21%

20 years and older
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35% 15-19 years
30% 10-14 years
12% 5-9 years
2%

under 5 years

Clients Served Fiscal Year 2018
Total Clients Served (unduplicated): 520

Program Name	Clients	Days of Care/
	Served	Enrollment Days
Residential Treatment-Main Campus
Residential Treatment-Group Homes
Independent and Transitional Living
Project Parenthood
Specialized and Traditional Foster Care
Intensive Placement Stabilization
Winfred Gerber Residential School
CIRCLE Academy Day Schools
HopeSprings Counseling Services
Vocational Options

57
27
54
15
6
5
60
138
211
74

14,057
5,468
11,875
3,650
125
600
7,740
19,121
--------

--------

Note: 100% of Gerber School students are also Residential Treatment Program clients;
57 youth received services in two or more programs.

financial summary Fiscal Year 2018

34%
21%
3%
2%
1%

Illinois Department of Children
and Family Services
EDUCATION RELATED PROGRAMS
CHARITABLE SUPPORT
Illinois Department of HUMAN
SERVICES AND DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTHCARE AND FAMILY SERVICES
COMMUNITY COUNSELING INCOME
OTHER INCOME

a a

39%

Total
Income and
Benevolent
Support

$18,090,993

Total
expenses

83%
13%
4%

PROGRAMS
administrative and non-program
fundraising and public relations
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Note: Fiscal year 2018 covers July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018. Administrative and non-program
expenses include accounting, human resources, staff training, computer technology, phone
service, professional accreditation and memberships, clerical support, and other costs
associated with efficiently supporting agency programs and services.

festival of quilts

Cunningham’s signature fundraiser, the annual
Festival of Quilts, honors the tradition of United
15th Annual
Methodist Women and the quilts they, and quilters
from across Illinois, have donated to our kids for
Festival of Quilts
more than 123 years. As an attendee, donor, friend,
April 5-6, 2019
sponsor, or volunteer, you helped make the 2018
Festival a success. Here’s how:
a $73,000 in net proceeds
a 84 event sponsors
a 1,461 visitors over the two-day event
a 107 quilts graciously donated for auction or boutique
a 43 show quilts for display

30th Annual
Kendall Gill Golf Benefit
July 8, 2019
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kendall gill golf benefit
Since 1989, former Illini basketball great and
professional player, Kendall Gill, has gone above
and beyond to support our youth. In addition to
making a significant gift to our Boys Group Home
named in his honor, Kendall has hosted a golf
benefit each July which has raised thousands of
dollars for Cunnungham programs. Each year,
Kendall is joined by wife Wendy, and sons
Phoenix and Kota at the event. At the 2018
benefit, friends, golfers, sponsors and volunteers
helped raise over $32,000 in net proceeds
through:
a a record 37 foursomes
a 52 proud event sponsors
a 48 generous prize sponsors

2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Officers

Cheryl Van Ness, President
Ron Hoyne, Treasurer
Cindy Clennon, Secretary
Claire Ford, President Elect
Marcellos Gray, Treasurer Elect

Serving at Cunningham is fun!
Thank you to Board President Cheryl Van Ness,
her predecessor Janet Ruckman, and all of our
dedicated Board and committee members.

Memberships and Affiliations
Association of Children’s Residential Centers
Association of Fundraising Professionals,
East Central Illinois Chapter
Central Illinois Human Resources Group
Champaign County Community Collaboration
Champaign County Human Services Council
Community Behavioral Healthcare Association of IL
Illinois Association of Private
Special Education Centers
Illinois Collaboration on Youth
Illinois Great Rivers Alliance
Illinois Inter-Agency Athletic Association
Society for Human Resource Management
United Methodist Association (UMA)
United Way of Champaign County

Accreditations, Licensure, Approval
AdvancED
Council on Accreditation of Services
for Family and Children, Inc.
Illinois Department of Human Services
Illinois Department of Children and Family Services
Illinois Department of Healthcare
and Family Services
Illinois State Board of Education
UMA EAGLE Accreditation Project

Agency Leadership

United Methodist Church (UMC)
Illinois Great Rivers Conference
United Methodist Women (UMW)
Officers

Camille McCaskill, President
Sue Coons, Vice President
Louella Christensen, Treasurer
Mary Ann Harvey, Secretary
Pam McDavid, Education and Interpretation
Caroline Jones, Social Action

UMC Illinois Great Rivers Conference
Iroquois River District Superintendent
Rev. Angie Lee

UMW District Presidents

Debbie Miller, Cache River
Sharon Niksch, Embarras River
June Tyler, Illinois River
Susan Connor, Iroquois River
Patsy Hebron, Kaskaskia River
Martha Vache, LaMoine River
Leverne Backstrom, Mississippi River
Marge Stout, Sangamon River
Kathy Torrance, Spoon River
Nancy Jennings, Vermilion River

Members At Large
Michael Biehl, Justin Lytle, Sybil Phillips

Ex Officio
Bishop Frank J. Beard, UMC Illinois
Great Rivers Conference
Peggy Cope, North Central Jurisdiction,
UMW Board Treasurer
Marlin Livingston, President/CEO,
Cunningham Children’s Home
Carol Rankin, UMC Illinois Great Rivers
Conference Committee on Health and Welfare
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Marlin Livingston, President/CEO
Pat Ege, Vice President of Program Services
Angie Adams-Martin, Director of
Community-Based Services
Jeni Carmazino, Director of Human Resources
Linda Fox, Director of Education
Kim Guest, Director of Residential
and Clinical Services
Sharla Jolly, Director of Advancement
Shawn Petersen, Director of Quality Improvement
Haley Wright, Chief Financial Officer

Committee Chairs

Linda Danz, Advancement
Carl Hudson, Asset Management
Marcellos Gray, Audit
Bobby Walker, District Representatives
Cheryl Van Ness, Executive
Ron Hoyne, Finance and Human Resources
Doug Abbott, Nominations
Becky Jones, Performance Quality Improvement

Follow us to learn about how

hope begins here.
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